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Principal Heads. 


I: A Diſcourſe of the Eſ- 
ſence, PerfeFions, 
and Decrees of God, p. 1. 
2. That God doth un- 
feignedly will the Eternal 
Salvaticn of every Mankind 
wade apparent, 'p. 16. 
3. The Way and Method 


ed in order to. effe & the ſame, 
wade plain and eaſic, p. 21. 

4. A Diſcourſe of Per- 
ſeyerance, p. 62. 


which God hath ordams-| 


- A-T-ABLE of the | 
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| Epiſtle Dedigatory 
\ To the Reverend Miniſters of the Go(- 


fa 


pel , Mr, John How, and My. Daniel 
Burgeſs, f 

| Reverend Sivs , 
EſpeCing the ProdufF of this 
Prcſumption, as Iam rot 
capable of the Foreſight, ſu I am 
nor concern'd at the ER& . My 
honeſt and innocent Intendment 
(I cruſt) ſhall compoſe my Mind 
ro a ſedate Tranquility, uncer all 
tre Cenſures. that ſhall be caſt 
vpon me. My D. ſign in®whar I _ 


have written þcing to advance an 


, uniycrſal good , was not Penn'd 


to pleaſe the Ear, but to feed rhe 
Underſtanding, and commode 
the Soul. Wherefore, however 


; unpoli{h'd it may appear to your 


more curious Eyes, yet my Chas 
rity obligeth me to hope,. thar 
Detects of this Nature, will psſ- 
witnout Re buke , under the Co- 
verr of your Candpur and. Inge- 
nutty, The Motive that incu- 
ed this D:dication , was the Hoe 
nourable Eiteem 1 had of 'you. ag 
prez Maſters of Reaſon and Ree 
:iglon, and thin:6 expetted both 
: | Favour 


wn, % 


- Favour and uftice at your Hands, 
. ,according to. the Demerit of the 
Cie: as alſo to fflence ſome, 
who othcrwiſ: might vent their 
Ignorance, and Envy at too 
Profuſe a Rate. Likewife I was not 
withour hopes that hereby , my 
poor endeavours, might have the 
greater Succeſs in obtaining their 
deſigned End, (#. e. God's Glee 
ry in Man'sSalyation. ) And I hope 
youu will not be wanting to do! 


whey you lies , to remove e» 
very Marterial Errour and Mi. 


ſtake which you apprehend in 
theſe Lines, or any other which 
with them may be- preſented un- 
to your View, I conclude with 
my humble Requeſt , that this 
Poor Pilgrim , may be receiv*d 
into your Houſes , and accoſted” 
with that Entertainment the 
* Sacred Oracle directs you ro give 
to every Stranger, how know 
you but ir may prove an Angel 
of the Zord. The God of all 
Goodneſs, increaſe and perperu» 


ate your Happineſs here, and| 


Crown you with Immorrtal Joys 


ca 
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hereafter, So Pray:, &<. 
«SPE: > 4 


Chriſtian Reader, F 
| - or Conſideration of the inv4- } 
ic] * luable 'Worth and ale t 
z0 | "ble Bleſſing of Truth and Peace. in 
ot | . the Purity and Pert tion of it, #8 _ 
y alſo the diſmal conſequences of Ig- 


je | norance ana Error, hath conceived , 


ir | and brought to-the Birth, the fol- 
o<f lowing Lines , For with grief be- 
pe | holding the many Diviſions amidſt 
lo} God's -People , ariſing from that. 
ek Miſt of Darkneſs which rggnameth 
f upen their Unaerflandings. and be- 
in| ng well aſſured of the great Diſho- 
-h | - our that accrues to Gud thereby m 
n- |  obſtrufiing the Peace and Projperi- 


Tothe READER,” 


p., 


thi ty of Znon,and the Converſion and , ' 


18 Salvation of Linners, 1 was moved | 
?41 i Dvty to my Maker, and Com-. 
ed] © paſſion to the Souls of Men. toPen 
he | and Publiſh this InrrodeRtion mn- 
vel to the Fundemenrals of Religion ; 
which being brief and plam , may 
rel kave the eaſier Acceſs inte their 
alt hands and hearts: And had net 
us ſome, tA that Emmnt for Parts F 
ad | #nd Learning, been tyery backward 
ys fo ſt; vey and vinaicate the Norions 
A 2 they 
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| |- then probable theſe lines, with ſome 


ether. now extant, had been like | 


* wnte the World; I thought it my | 


who thus oopoſed themſelves. Some- 


..tion,to the preſenr, future, and 


- for Happineſs or Miſery , for 


To the Reader 6 
they Profeſs and Teach, it's more 


an cntimely Birth, that had ne- 
ver ſeen the Light ; But to hear 
Men, Viz. The Profeſs'd Ambaſſas., 
dors of Chriſt, publickly to Preach 
#'Goſpel , which 11, yea and nay 


Duty (in this Way) with all meck- 
veſi to endeavour their Inſirutt ion, 


3smes affuming , That in rela- 


eternal State and Condition of 
Men, whether for Verrne or Vice, 


Heaven or Hell, every particu- 
lar individual Perſen that comes 
into the World was abſolutely 
unconditionally and unalterably 
determined and decreed thereto 
by God before the Foundation of 
the World ; and it may be inthe 
ſame Sermon , tell the Auditors , 
That Veitue and Vice , Happi- 
neſs and Miſcry, Heaven and Hell 


isin their ewn choice ; 2nd that 
vpon th; well or ull improvement 


» 
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| To the Reader. "4 
ye | of their time, and means of GraceE*' 
ne .| here, depends their Ereraa} Weal 
ke. or Wee hereafter. © Sometimes, 
e= | they'l repreſenc God and Chrift , 
ar | as unfeignedly defiring, and really 
ay. | ifftending the Salvation of all * 
ch | Men ; ar other turns proclaim it 
ay | \ a Damnable DoQrine to believe. 
ny | it; frequently you may hepr them, 
tk- | with great ſeeming importunities 
m1 exhrt Sinners to repent , believe 
e- | and obey the Goſpe), ani yet im, 
a-| mediately tell them , Theſe Due * 
id | ties are as much out of their: * 
reach , 0 4s impoſſible to be perf or-. * 
e, | med by them, as it is for a Dead * 
or | Corps to ſee, hear, ſpeak and at; 
u- | atrthe voice of the Living. 'Some-- 
es} fimes they repreſent ' Alﬀts of Piety 
ly and Religion, as the main Work 
ly} and Concern of Chriſtians ; at other, 
to} times they make as if the ſole con-:. - 
of | cern thereof lay art Gods door, but 
never rightly inform ether Sinner . 
5,1 or Saint what God hath ,done on. 
i-| his part, and what Men may, cn, 
ly yea muſt do on their part, in 6r- 
Oer to pleaſe God here, and en-. 
joy bim hereafter, Semarimes hey , 
4 3 Preach. | 


4 We” LY To the Rexder. 


Preach Terror to .Pelievers ; -a9 
if that they be not .careful and 
diligent , they might ſo fall into 
Sin, as'to miſcarry.to all Eter- 
nity ; at other -turns. ſow Pillows 
under their Elbows, ard lull them 
aſleep in vain Security and Pre- 
ſumption; &s-if, That every Soul 
that were. orce partaker of the 
leaſt Dram of Saving Grace, cauld 
never Sin it felt cut of Gcd*s Fa- 
vour or \miſcarry as to its Erernal 
Concerns. Multitudes of Inflances 
might be. given of. Matters of this 
Nature , that agily fall from 


+the Lips and . Pens of Min, in re- | 


ſpe to the Truths ana Duties of 
Religion |, which makes their Mi- 

-niſtry wery unſavory , and.unprofi- 
\ table to the ihilful and well- inflru= 
; fied Hearer, «nd prove, wery pres 
- judicial and deſir»true 16 the un.- 
learned and wnſtable, which shauld 
teach every rational Under ſianding 
carefully; to: obſerve our Saw $ 
Caveat, Take heed who and whar 
ye hear, .and to aft like the Noble 
Eereans, {caching the Scripture to 
ſec wherter ihe things 11 ey hear 
be 
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To the Reader. 
be ſo or no, and compare ſpiritu- 
al things with ſpiritual; rry all 
things, hold faſt to rhat which is. 
good : And for your help herein , 
always obſerve theſe Rules 1. Take 
up and cloſe in with that which up- 
on moſt firift exammation appears 
moſt plain and near to your Under- 
ſtandings (ſpiritually enlightened) 
not that which i: moſt conſeſtant 
with your worldly Intereſi(Pleaſures, 
Profits,or Henonrs.) Always let the 
moſt ebſcure and drfficult Texrs' and 
Arguments yzeld tothe moſt plam 
and eaſie.' 2. Cenſider the nature, 


import, and tendancy of the Dos» 


Qrines propoſed, which tends moſt 
to promote the Glory of God and ad- 
wvance Piety and Religion m the 
Hearts and Lives of Mcv, and the 
like ; and let theſe be your DireQors 
and Governors in your choice ef 
Truth audDurics,relating to what 
ever You believe or praRtice, 3 
Make conflent Application to God 
for the Guidance of ku Spirit, and * 
of 


ſee it be by Faith in the Name 


Jeſus a»gd you may be certain of the 


LIMI 


Bleſſng of ſucceſs therem; 1 pre- 
| ." tend 


. * a - 


To the Reader 
tend not to lnfalibility , but out of a 
Jenſibleneſs of my own natural adift- \ 9 
eaneſs to Failures avid mperfe&ions, 
make it my unfrgned requeſt to God, (1 
That what of Truth '# Published 
beem, may go forth and proſper, Tr 
and if there be ought of Exror, it | led 
-may be diſcovered and deteffed . Jo! 
and if any thing shall appear of Be: 
that uat ure, I hope I shall do thas | <a 
henour to my Maker, and shew tha; | Pli 
efteem to. Truth and Duty. as to (es 
make a publick acknowledgement of the 
ſa great 8 Bleſſing. I conclude with ei 
my further humble ſuit qnto Jeho- Re 

-yab, that, Triune God,Father,Son of 
and Holy My wh he will exert, 
thoſe Diving Perfc ions of his own inf 

Effence, which are moſt froper m det 
the, Wheel of Providence, ſo to | by 
Bleſs theſe my poor and worthle| s5las Lil 

_bours,s that they may btcome ſane | WA 
4 i inſtrumental to promote his wh 

\ 6wn. Glory in the Salvation of Man- | an 

kind, that ſoks: creatures wniverſa [. ynut 

' (xanay aferibe unto him(what ismoſt I a 
worthi| due ) the Kingdon), Pow | Th, 
cr dndtory, for-ever and for ever, 

» Amer 
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Introduttion"into the Fuudd- 
_ of Religion. 


[) Comms God, That be is. 
debpa being nor to 
Treat'with Arbeif I ſhall only ale: 


{ ledge this one Invincible Argument, 


Some Being was-eternal, or ſome, 
Being made it '{elf,”. The later 
cannot te true, - becauſe. it im- 
lies a ContradiQtion ; for it ſuppo=, 
{es n Thing to be, and not to.he:at 
the Came Inſtanr. - The former ther 
being true, . *ris inconſiſtent with 
Reaſon to aſcribeEterniry to a maſs 
of ' Corruption , rather than to; 
an inyifible, incompreheaſible, and 
infinice Spirit. Sa thar it beingevi- 
dent that the World was created; 
by an Etcrnal Eſſence, the fame 
Ling of Reaſon Kill leads. us for- 
ward to believe, thafPthar Beings 
who gave Being unto all thingy 


and thatof nothing, muſt be inft- 


nite in all perfection. Upon which 
I afſume this .S*ce:4 Propeciicion : 
ThatGed is the Pcyfeti ion of all Excels 
lacy , dud the Ex: wehiency of all, Pare . 
A Felluaon 5 


"= 


feltion ; That God: is all good, the high 
eſt good , and nothing” but what is ſa 
{ To this agrees the Scripture Job 1 1 


7» Deut, 32. 5. Pſal. 92.15. Iſa, 40; 
28. Mark 10,18.:1 John 1.5.) And 
ſuch as'is his Nature andEſience,ſuctt 
afcall the Revelations he hath made 


of himſclt, by hisWord or Works, whe 


ther of Creation,orProvidence ; ſuch 


were all his Decrces and Purpoſes in 
Ercrnity, and ſuch arc all his Acts in 
Time. Eo thatit may be truely ſaid 
Wharſoever is in'God, or what{oeye 
procecdeth torth from'God/, is lat 
picely Glorious and Excellent in the 


Higheſt Degree of Perf ion. And] 


cuſequently rherecan be no errar 
nv evntrari-ty, no variableneſs © 

ſbadduw of 'Turnirg in hiv, Fok 
23, 43. Dent. 32. 39, 40. Jr. 17. 1c 

ro I- 15. Pſal. gy. 1, 2, 3, 4 

rom whencel advance a Third Pro 

poſation , 7. e. That all the De 
and Purpoſes of God inEtcrnity, anc 
all cbc Ads and Revelations ot him 
felt in Time, are ſo intirely One 
that the Latcr are none other thas 
a Traoſcript or Declaration of the 
Former. As il. Gutt of his Son 1 
| EP LLEK 


4s.) - s 


-Jtime, declares his Decree to give him. : 


before rime.So that thisNotion right- 
y taken in and proſecuted, bythe fore» 


mentioned ftreight Line of Reaſon(ro 


{the which'the Scriptyrealways adhere, 
4] and frequently commends. Prov.” 2C, 
+l 16. Iſa. 1. 18. As 18, 4. Rom. 12. 1. 


2. Theſ. 3. 2* 2. Pet. ;. 15.) texacheth 
us to have recourſe to the Revelari- 
ons that God hath made of himſelf ro 
us in his Word and Works ; to uſi- 
derſtand his Purpoſes concerning us, 
before he made us. And-ſuch are the 
innumerable inſtances of his match- 
I:\s Love and Bounty ro all his Of- 


q ſpring ( as thereby declared ) 'thac 
it is next a Kia to an Helliſh Phreh- 


2ie to imagine\any ſcyere or cruisl 
Purpoſes , or 'Decrees, concerning | 
us, or any of us, before he madeus. 
whatever obſcure or unſearchallle - 
Depths we may meet withal, in 
any of his proceedures towards tis, . 
yer we muſt and ought conſtantly 


{ * to belicve,that all that proceeds from 


this Fountain of Goodneſs ( which 
is all Light and no Darkneſs; 'all 
Love and no Hatred &c.) muſt 

therefore 


LIMI 


2, Lg 36. 15. Pſal. 145.8, gd: 


ad. <5 x 
therefore be defigned of him 
for the real good and happineſs off 
\ bis Creatures, , And wherein anyſ 
meet with any thing of a contrary; 
Aſpect, yet may he with ſafery ſayk; 
* whareyer my Maker. means, by, thi 
or that Providence,or in this or thag; 
Portion of hig Word; I am ſure oo 
_( tho” I underftane ir not yet ) 1 th. 
cannot inrend me any infelicity, itf: 
comes from a boundleſs Ocean of 
\ Love, 'and cannot favour of a4; 
ny thing of a contrary Nature ; ſee 


» 55o. 7y £9. LAM. 5, 124 33 
ut 18.'21, 22,23, 33-1. 7 
; 8h 4, 2, 10, 1), Mt. 23. 37 
2 Pet.3. 9. Following then our fore 
" mentioned Guides, in order toor 
. Informagion touching God's Decree 
. concerning us before we were, we oh 
ape lead to believe, that the Decreey] ..., 
vt. God come under a Two-told con g, 
rion : , Sneh-as are Abloluted] ,, 
Irrefiltible, and without all Condi4 g, 
won; As his making the Worldy] 5, 
Man therein, and his giving 1, 
him Laws to Salk by, &t. Secondly y, 


UCr 


1 (sJ) 
Knch 2s are Abſoluce and Irrefiſti- 
Þle, on. the confiderations or” con» 
Picions, by and jn them propoſed. 
As in caſe Man ſhould Sin, togive bis 
Pop to Die for bisSin, and to en- 
into a New Covenant of Grace, 
rr. Sothat the Decrces of. God 
zFequching his fallen *Creature Man, 
,peſpeing his -Eternal State, were 
.:Jon the Conditions pro by him 

in the Goſpel ; viz. Thas whoſoever 
clicveth , Chould be ſaved; and 
Jwhoſoeyer would not , ſhould he 
| *Jeamned. So that theſe Deerecs of 
}34God, were not of perſous under a 
4 meer Perſonal Conſideration , bur 
374confidered ſo and ſo qualified ; that 
"©1is all ſuch ax ſhould believe in Chrilt 
"Ui and told faſt the beginning of their 
2 Confidence Redfaſt unto the End, -- 
4 they and only they were in the D&- : 
<A cree of Gods EleRion, Such who 
Mould live and die impenitent and 
unbelicving ; they and only they 
were in his Decree of Reprobatior, 
Se that *ris evident, men in this 
5) Life are capable of paCing from 
under the State of Reprobation, in« 
ts 


- ton State of EleQtion , and ; 
under a State of EleQtion into JF 
Stare of Reprobation. Fer. 12. 7 Jet 
$. Ezek. 33.13. Row. 11. 20,21 al 
22. 1 Co. 9. 27. 2 Cor. 11. 3 =2 
I Tim. 19. 1,29, & 2 Tim. 11, 12 
X3, 18. Heb. ;. 12, 13. ands6. 4, 5 
C. and 16. 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28 mi 
38. 2 Pet, 1. 10. Fude 12; Rev. 2] 
#55, IT 16, 22, 233 25, 26, and 3 Un 
2, 3, 49 5+ IT, 21. "Tis the Go tha 
Ir, God hath ſet apert by his Ecernal],,. 
Decree 'for his Favourites, *tis the ig 
Ungodly that are ſet apart by Eter Boe 
nal Decree, for the Subjects of hi 
Wrath ; Pſal. 4, 3. Jude 4. © So that 
men cealing from Sin, and turning 
£0 God, paſs from under the /D 
cree of Reprobation, and men eea 
fing trom Godlineſs, and turning ay 1, 
gain to Folly ; paſs from undetf ;. 
| God's Decree of EleRion : See th 
2 Tims, 2. 20,21,1 John 3. 14. E ce 
Zek. 33. 13, 14, 15. Thus Mani 
mntable in his Nature and AQs 
"but God is immutable. He 
loveth Righteouſneſs , and hay 
teth Ingquity ( or Perſons forf} 7 


ns; 


ly, 
th: 
pe 
of 


LIV 


-(7 
; It ; (where &re he finds it,Gen. 4. 7. 
al. 5, 4, 5+ AFF 10. 35- Rom.2,6, 
O 11, | This Scripture and. ratio- 
nal definition or Dodrine of Godg 
Decrees , ,is very helpful in ©- 
pening and explaining the main 
Truths of the Goſpel; but the Noti- 
on that teacheth, that God in E- 
Iterniry, Abſolutely, Irrefiſtibly, and 
Unconditionally decceed. all things 
Jthar are done in Hcaven, Earth or 
{ Hell, from che beginning of time 
Ito the Days of Eternity; or thas 

ſuch a particular Number ofMen on. 
{ ly, ſhould believe and be ſaved, and 
J that the reft ſhould digbelieve and 
"Sy periſh : darkens the whole Counſel 
of God, and makes all Religion x 
meer Fable ; not only implying one, 
but a legion of Contradictions : For, 
it declares againſt , or oppoſerth 
theſe following Truths, 5. e. lono-« 
cent Man's Powar of ftanding, 
19 ( Man haying finned ) the need of a 
Saviour. The necellity and utility 
{ of the Goſpel, or any of its Pre» 
| cepts, Promiſes or Threatnihgs, 
That Man's Eternal Felicity or Mi- 


ſery 


Ls / 
21 
3 
I2 
» 5 


23 
» 2 


| . exalt the Devit and his Kingdom a 


* ſery depends upon his well or il im 
 Frovement of his Time and Tx 

 lenits here 5 &4. It's attended alfe 

F with theſe evils, It ſuppoſeth Gd te 


bove his own, in giving himthe molt 
Subj-as. It makes God the Autho 
© of " Sin, it ſuppoſeth him divided ; 
gainſt himſelf, by having « ſecr 
Will oppoſite to hus revealed.” And 
ſo ſer his Precepts, Promiſes, and 
Threatnings, againſt his Decxees ; 
+ making the one a Cover for the ber. 

' ter Execution of the other, Impea- 
 cheth Gog's Sincerity and © Soyce 
reignty, 2s if he were afraid and a- 
* ſhamed of what he had done, and 
therefore would, if he ceuld, per- 
ſwade his Creatures into a good O- 
"IN of him, by deceittul illu- 
ns. Scems 28 it,were tranſport= 
ed with Care and Zeal for their 
Welfare , and makes uſe of the 

moſt paſſionate and cnamouring in= 
vitations , and all bur like Fole 
Men, who tor Divcriiſcmentc prc® 
tend Courrſhip to them, whom 
- they would abbor ia marry. Ito- 
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all 
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_— Door wall | Points 1d ; 


” ved, iv caſe Mens preſent AQtions, 


ph. co -” 


Abomination, and. di 
cuts the Sinews ot all Induſtry web 
Diligence, in the Ways of Virtue 
and Picty ; For what ſhould invite 
a Man toſtrive for thar, from which 
he knows, he is either [reverſibly 
ſhut up, orelſe ſo Infallibly ſure 
of , that no negligence of his can 
Pros it-It drives Men from God, 
eads them into , and leaves 

in Deſp:yr, deſtroys the Nature of 
Rewards and Puniſhment, and con- 
lequently declares the laſt Judg- 
ment a meer Dclufion. All which is 
caly for any thinking Pegſon ſud- ? 
denly to difcern. But there are Two | 
ObjeFins againſt this Notion of 
God's Decrees, which I would re- 
move : Firft, How can the Infallibie 
lity of God's fore knowledge be (als. 


and future State, depends upon the 
frec=agency of Man*smutableWilF A. 
Jwer, Ver) vell, becauſethe lnftallibi=- 
lity of God's Knowledge, ariſcch not 
os the neceſlity of che Af.ons cf' 
Lis Creature, but the Periections of 
6 


by 


' his Nature ; becauſe 'ris as viſible to! 
| God, that they will do them before 


them , when they are done. '' Mea 
will do what they do do, tho? they 
might do otherwiſe ; or tho' God's 
Knowledge were not exerciſed about 
F|, them :We granra neceſſity ſuppoſed, 
t} but not made by Intallible Koow- 
ledge , but this ariſeth nor from 
Knowledge ir ſelf, -bur from the 
{ Truth ot a Propofition ; As I muſt 
E hear a Man Swear, before I can in- 

fallibly know that he ſweareth ; 
| now my Knowledge ſappoſeth , but 
| lays: no neceflicy on this Perſon's 
Swearing, His Swearing was the 
| Cauſe of my Knowledge, not my 
- Knowlecge of his Swearing ; for 
| he would have ſworn, if I had nor 
* beard him : And as our Knowledge 
of what is done, hath no influence 
| to neceſſitate the doing thereof, no 
More has the Knowledge of God, for 
| what Knowledge is in Man ? Fore» 
knowledge is in God , and infinitely 
* more, to all Perf.ion. Beſides, *cis 
goakderable, that tho” God knows 
men 


they do them, as *tis they have done 


Ca 
MS 


0 | > with 
'{ men will do fuch and ſuch things, 
yet he likewiſe knows, that they” 
may do otherwiſe, So that the doing 
Men | *r not doing of the Thing , grates 
hey | 20t upon the perfeQion of hisKnow- 
xd's | edge 3 but the ground of this mike 
ftake (*tisconceived ) ariſcth, for 
»g | want of a due diſtintion, between 
wy. | the Knowledgeand Decrees of God; 
m | Knowledge is an ARt of the Under= 
he | fanding, Decree is an AQ of Will; 
ft | ve may know, but muſtnotdecres 
2. {| Evil; God muſt know, but cannot' 
decree it, Yea, nothing is more evi- 
t j dent, than that God decreed'a mi | 
gs | things which he fore-ſaw wonld 'n&- 
* yer be,or nat be as he decreed thei 
( thatis ſpeaking of the Later ſort 
| of his Decrees) as he decreed +: 
_ gainft all Sin : and therefore made | 
a Law againſt it, and decreed that 
this Law ſhonld preſerve in Life: 
the Keepers of it ; Rom. 7. 10. See al- 
ſo 1/8. 24. 5. Lukg 7. 30. 1 Cor. 9. 144 
| o he fore-knew 2 mavy thi 
$ which he never decreed.as all the Sin 
; and Miſery in the World, We grant 
he deerecd the permiſſion of the one , 
and. 


It 37 <P K ta). ow "I 
| and Fexecurion of the other : but 
+ this was not theAntecedent, but Con» 
ff fequent Will or Decree of God ; A 
a Father that willstbe obedience and 
happineſs of his Child, yer likewiſe 
wills him Stripes , in caſe he zebel.] 
{þ The 2d. Obj. is, That this Notion ,, 
drminiſheth the Grace of Gad ', exalts 


| vr; &c.. "Reply ; This is a miſtake, 
| for, herein we do bur ſuppoſe God, 


+ of- his Nature, and Man according 
to the Capacities of hjs, as given 

him of God ; And this will appear 
by what follows, The Glory of Gods 
{#. Grace, conſiſts in the Freeneſs, Full- 
' neſs, and Efficacy thereot ; as tauch- 
{ 30g which we hold, that whatſoever 
; | God hath contrived and decreed to 

: | Jo,or doth doin Time, for -his 
f an, is alone from the un» 
ſearchable Riches of his Free-Grace, 
F not only without , but againſt the 
F " Merit of bis Creatures. As to the 


fulneſs and effeQualneſs of ir, we 
it is not only every way all- 


E ſafficient to bring his Creature Man 


: the Creature, makes bim his 0wnSevi-\ 


toaft according to the 'PerfeRtiqny 


> ofa. o 2 >  S$ 


to 


+: ears, 
to Happlneſs : but that *tis.not con-. 
fined within the. ſcanty compaſs of 
an handfull of, Men io compariſon, 
bur (like the Sun in the Firmament) 
viſeſ2mpaſſeth the whole Earth. , . and. 
bel 4<xtcndeth it ſelf to every Creature, 
JAs to the Will of the Creature, we 
bbs hold” and teach, Thar it is' not_in 
= the leaſt natira[ly inclined ynto, or 
capable of, either to d0,or think any 
thing that is good, and if left to it 
ſclt, would be molt deſperately wick» 
ed, and ſeryile unto Sin : $0 that 
whartſover good thing anyMan d 
he dorh it by the Adiſtance of,.th 
dg | free grace of God alone; tis he thap-. 
1. | works in us both to will and to do 7 
kh. | of his good pleaſure, and when ever. | 
ex | any Soul is converted and. turn? 
o | to God, he hath not only Paws / 
is | <r give him of God, but is mighti®-/ 
1» | 17 *llifted, or afted, by the concur 
| | rence of Supernatural Grace, in the-2 
e | improvement of. that Power .in ef- 
e | fefting the ſame. And we belieye | 
+ | that God gives a ſufficiency of this 
Power to all men, and yet ſa_tb& 
}. they may notwithſtanding, fo bide-/ 
| this 


- > 


IX Talent in a Napkin, as to ni 
carry to all Erernity. , Now wh 
in then is this any diminution 
free grace , or exaltation of che 
' ture; is it any other than what th 
Scriptnre every where declares : 
Iſa. 53. 5, 6. John 1.29. & 4. 15, 16 
I7, 18. & 5. 34, 40., and 12, 47 
Rom. 5. 14, 15,.16,'17, 18. and $% 
32. Ti. 2. 11. Heb, 7. 25. anc 
1ohn 5- 1i. Iſ8. 45. 11. MatC11. 28. 
Rev. 2. 21, John 1. 16. Rev. 22. 17 
| Bur theſe Errors rightly calculated 
1 og moſt viſible in the Meridi 
'Df our Opponents Judgment, bur the 
F further diſcovery | thercof is decli- 
- ned at preſent, There are, we grant, 
ſeveral Paſſages in Scripture, eſpeci« 
Ally in Paul's Epiſtle to the Romans, 
2s Petey obſeryerh, which ſeeming 
fo look another way,for way of duo 
"Confideration, were and art by many 
wreſted, cirher to their own, or 0- 
"thers deſtruRtion : 2 Pet, 2. Is, 16. 
A fad inſtance whereof we have up= 
6n publickRecord, of one Petrus 1/s- 
" ſwans a School-Mafter in Huzgary, 
" who going to bang himſelf, gave 


this 


his 


ha 


ſr 


be 1 
the 


ard 
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"4! ; po | 
{this diſmal Actounr of the Reaſons 
That prompted him IEA. ©» 

riting-lotr in.his Cloſet, (-1,) That 
It Nghe was of Calvin's Opinion , That 
* VEeQmen are not dealt withal aceording ty 
» 164their Warks, good or Evil ; but there 
» $74 are more bi cauſes of mens Eters 
d $4 nal Conditions.: | ( 24.) That, he ua 
andl ff thet wieft Company of Abſolute 
284] Reprobates, and that therefore ( tho? 
175] his Life had been none of rhe worſt } 

ted be could not poſſibly be ſaved. _ ( 3.) 
ran] That being unable to bear thoſe dreads 
thel ful Appreher/ions of Wrath, "with * 
li-f which be was affrighted , he hang'd 
ney himſelf ; theſe bei! .g ſome. of .. his | 
Clef laſt Words , 1 goto thoſe {nfernals 
S$,j Lakes, an 'Eternal' Reproach to my | 
wh Countrey, I commend you'to God, 
10] "whoſe mercy is demed to me, 
yi See Gods Love to Mankind : . p. 212, | 
»-{ Wherefore againft theſe Horrible Concep- 
- | tions coucenung God, I ſhall enveigh 
'$ in the Words of that Leamed, 
= Author of that Book; called, The Kecon- 
-# cileablenels »f God's Preſtience of the fins of 
men, with the Wiidom and Sineeriry of his 
C ouniels, andExhortations to prevent them, 
Pa;. 39. aun he, The Notion of the Good= 
ug/s and Riglteowſuejs of Gag, weakinks 


» (16) 
T' fonld firk ſo cloſe to our minds, that it ſh 
f e infinitely dearer upto ngthan «ll ours 
ind Powers ; and that we fhowld rat 
\ Fres or Sight, Hearing,” and wotiye Pow 
# what not befides , diſpated of. even tc 
away from ws, than ever ſuffer, cur ſelves ff | 
he Apmred mto 4 Belief, that the Holy and 
$*9d God (fairh he) ſhould irreſiftibly der 
mine the wills of mente', and puniſh t } 
* Jamo thing|Say I) rould irrefiftibly decrees 
- the Exemal danuution of any of his CreaJEte 
— ere, before they had 2 Reing, or hadf{yer 
* done any pood or evil. Sothat where- 
þ (ver we meer with any Scripture or Argu« 
- ment, that Gems to favour any. ſack Os 
+ Pinion, we thould always fay, iff wecan- | 1% 
;, Hor-peherwiſe 'underfiand therp, that for | ba 
© Wy part I acknowledge my Ignorance of" Ei 
'» the incene of them, Bis you ſhall as foon 
;4Q me to believe that there is no' 
 #*50,”- ot that I am ne/Creature, a5 to bes F 
n 
I 


- 4diere any. (ach thing of that God whom 
 "Ladore and ſerve. Thus in the improves 
+ Ment of cheſt Truths, we are a it were 
” by the Hand lead to a ripht underſtand. 
? = of all che great Truths and Miſte-ies } © 
of the Goſpel; Whereat, that other | © 
' Nition of Gods Decrees, iras i: were, ar || f 
” Every turn Thwarting and Oppoline vs in 
every Troth and Duty therein declared, 
1-fball add no more at rreſem, but recom- 
& mend theſe Lines and all,” -into who(s | 
hands they may come, to the Guidance, 
and Bleſſing of the Almighty God ; to 
| \Wagn beGlery for <> Fry aver. Anh 
*K# F EN { 


eeFhe Cridero Knowledge 
ras bY; 


Continued. © n, 
»- 20FÞnd here | propoſe to do theſe Two 


%s J things | : 
+ Firff Make it appear , That God 


doth unfergnedly will and deſire the 
ternal "Felicity and Salvation of 6+ 
wery Son and Daughter of Adam. 


o 


Teas 


Ol Secondly , Make plain and-eaſy, 
an- | The Way and Nithod', which God" 
for | bath 'ordammed in order to effe# the 
Off #rernal Felicity of theſe his Of- ſprings. 


On 
os - ND herel hall proceed in 
m A this Pilarmg vpon the fore- © * 
& } menrioned Folndation, to wir. The 
i. | Infinite Perfetfions of chat Being ,up+ 
4 4 hem all our Beings. and Retigts:" 
r | 0, or #ell-Being avch depend; wheres 
£ ore : 7 {2 
Y Firſt, God doth unfuignedly will: -* 
* | the Eternal Fllicity of every of /bis 
Off- fprisg Man : Vecavſe. rhe Infinite” 
PertcEiong of his Nature move',*o0t  * 
; oblige himthcreurgo. For they eg ; 
R A an * 


o ” '* G 
"a wy 
SG - k 4A * 
y 4 l » a 
* " I3/ 


an Eternal Law unto him in all h 
I ſhallnot enlarge of 
all the Attribures of God , becau 
of my delign'd Breviy , but coc 
| mend that fore-mentioned Book *" | 
Jed God's Love to Mankind, to blk, | 
 peruſedon ;this Account, And brie tha 
Iy hint at theſe, (3.e.) The Wiſtan 
dom , The. Goodneſs , The Juſtice "Nc 
and the Truth of God. Fir] is 
The Wiſdom of God , moves himl-,f 
to will the Felicity of , &'c. Nd 
Wiſe Artificer , will be cardkefon q ch 
any Noble and Exccilent Piece J. ir 
which his hands hath made, much xc 
teſs pur it to Baſe and Ignoble uſe} 5 
No Prudent Parent, bur will con} £ 
cern himſelf for the Felicity of his} 2 
:Childrew , and can we conccive the 5 
Infinitely 'Wiſe God, can be uncon- 
cern'd for the Felicity of any of. his 
of ſpring. Doth the Spitit of God , 
(Jeb 39. 13, 14, 15, O%.) rele 
upan the Unnatura/n:ſs of the Of. 
:. #rich,, in being unconcern'd for hee 
Toung , as being ceft tute of Wil- 
” , om; and can. we co.ccive , that 
H "he _— Bleſlcs Pattern of all 


true. 


, 


—— 
_ _ _ 
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UMI 


[! (3) 
- Jo Vitkow, fools be wore ki 
Þacural to his Off-ſring | 
*cauly,  Confider of-fring? and 
"Ms not the Infinite PertcQion, there» * 
k caſo , fo abundantly demonſtrated ' 
tO Win the Book of God*s HWird and Warks, 
riclf that it is Matter ot Aſtoniſhment;, . 
Wiſf any Soul ſhould harbour any ſevere 
{Notions concerning him, Heaveh 
is not fuller of Sters , nor the Earth 
of Creatures , than all the Diſpen. 
{ ſations ot God to Men are, of Proofs, 
MJ rhat he is Infinitely propens'd and 
"ef inclin'd in Love and Goodneſs, 
9 to Pitty, Relicye, and Succour ever 
ue one of them. Seriouſly peruſe chels 
wy ocriptures, Gen. G6. 6. Exod. 34.6. 
uf Neb. 9. 17. Job 37. 23. Pſal- 103, 
net 2. and 119.64. and 130. ; , 4, and 
n-y 136 at large, and 145.8, 9. Num. 
bisf 14. 17 , 18. 1ſs. 56. 7,8, 9. Jer, 
9, 24+. Lam. 3-22 , 23» 32 , 33» 
Micah 7. 18, Jam. 2. 13. and 3. 17. 
Y } We eſteem ir an Indignity, to have 
7 any crucl AF aſcribed unto us, and 
[-5 ſhall we offer to caſt the like Indig- 
oy nity upon the Almighty? Is the 
IT: narrow ſcanty Bowels of Man , more 
g A 2 extenfiys |; 


"f 


: 


" 


(4), 


A extenſive $nd free, chan theInfini 
| 2 SA 


Compaſſigns of God ? And arc th 
not many Men , who would offe 
themſclves ('if polible ) roa Thou 
* -fand Deaths , could they theret 


Te 


1 Pe 


procure the Eternal Salvation of all” » 


their Fellow Creatures ;z Rom, 9. 1,2 
And ſhall we imagine+, God de 
* lightsto ſee the greateſt Part of hi 
\ Creatures miſcrable , Yea ; by un- 
avoidable Decree , derermine the 
'thereunro. This is to repreſent Ma 
more merciful rhan his Maker, 
which is far more abſurd than to ſayy 


the leaſt glimmering Sun-beam,ff 


hath-more of Light and Heat there- 
in , than the Sun it ſelf, &T 3, ) The 
-Juſtice of God moves on in the ſame 
Sphear, for that direQs to an impar. 
tial and equal diſtribution, wherher 
cfFavoursor Puniſhments , to allOb- 
jeRs under one and the ſame Cir- 
cumſtances, that is not for depreſſing 


the One , and exalting the Other ; Þ 


when both alike, are eicher Innc- | 
cent or Criminal ; and ſuch are all 

Mankind' ; whether conſidered be- 
fare, or {ance the Fall ; and to rhis 
agrees 


Wo 


{45 


17 
his 


— 


LIM! 


(s) "» 
nfin; $87*c3 the clear Teſtimony of Scrips * 
» the $9 3 Gen. 18. 23, 2 Chron. 19, 7+ | 
2 Sam, 14 , 14. AG 10. 34, Row 
Il. Epheſ. 6. 9. Col. 3. 25+ 
1 Pet. 1. 17. James 3. 17, Fourth- 
ly, The Truth of God obligeth'” 
1,2 tym hereunto, he hath in' his 
de Word pollttively affirmed , That 
Fpal”tis his Will all Men ſhould be ſaved, 
un] 2 7i»”.2 , 4. And thar *ris againſt 
end his Will any ſhould Perifh, 2 Pe. 
lat} 3+ 9+ And God cannot deny himſclt, 

-jf or fallify his Word, or ſo much as 
y ſem to be willing to that , which 
*þ inReallity, he is not ; and we have 
4] 2s much Reaſon to queſtion the 
ef} Truth of every Word of God as 
that, that teſtificrh his unfeigned 
deſire of all his Creatures Happineſyy' 
| becanſe no one Truth of God, is 
more fully ( if ſo fully ) revealed in 
the Scriptures , and for the which 
we have not only the Word , but 
the Oath of the Living God. Ezek. 
33-11. Yea, he plainly reſtifieth 
himſelf really concern'd for -the 
Infelicity and Miſery , which his 
Rebel Creatyres, by their final Sin + | 
| A 3 and 


Orra 
hor 
Ereb 


f 2 


ry 


_ (65 
" and Impenirency, unavoidablyhatts 
* bringopon themſelves. With whatfycel 
Patherick and Bowelelike Expredithe * 
ens, doth the [nfinitely Graciougfexte 
God, bewail their Loſs and Ruine}} Wo! 
From which nothing can be more ex 
Yident , than that God did really: 
 QCefire the Erernal Felicity , even of | By 
thofe very Perſons, that are now | He 
Irreverfibly ſank intro the Pit of E-' Hi 
ternal Miſery. Worthy to be writ= {| (s 
ven in” Letters of Gold, are theſe }. wn 
| and fuch like Texts of Scriptures, | fl 
| 2 Chron. 36. 15, 16. Pſal. $1.12, } $ 
- 83. Exch1;.11. Mat. 23. 37 ,3% | « 
T9. 41 , 42» | 
Secondly , God hath given Infal. 
libe Teftimony , of his unfeigned 
. defire of the Salvation of every of 
' bis Creatures , in that he hath gi- 
ven his Son to ſhed his Precious 
blood for every one of them ; As 
the 4poſile xrgues Rem, 8. 32. Now 
. that Chrif? Dicd for all Men Uni- ' 
veifally, is with the greatcſt cvi- 
dence imaginable, mad? manifeſt in 
| the Scripture. The Tongue of Men 
orAngels cannot poſhbly declare any 
£ Matter , 


dabſyhu ter , with more Univerſal 'Ex- 
 whatprefſions ,, than is made uſe of by 
"reg ; the Spirit of "God , to ſee forth. : 
Clougfextenc of his Sons Death for the 
une World, As Firſt, By an Uwver- 
re ee ſal ColleQive. He is the Saviour 
ally] of af Men , 17m. 4. 10. Secondly p 
1 off By an Whverſs] Diftriburive, 
10 | He tafted Death for every Man, 
E-] Heb, 2.9. Thirdly, By an Unrver- 
it- 1 ſal Affirmative or Expreſs , and that 
ſe] in oppolition to. a particular In» 
 , | ſtance. He i the Propitiation far ur 
's Sins , aud nat for our Sins only. , 
«| alſofor the Sins of the whole World; 
1 Jon 2 ,:. Fourthly, By an U- 
- | . niverſal Negative. He is not willing 
'] that any ſhould Periſh. 2 Pet. 3-9 
Fifthly . By an Univerſal Command, 
He commands all Men , every where; 
fo repes, Sixthly and Laſtly , By 
Univerſal Promiſes and Threatningt. 
| John ;. 14 , 15,16, 17, Oc. S0 


that whoſoever denies this Truth , 
{peaks as much in ContradiQiian 
to the Word of God : as 'tis poſs 
| ble for any Man to oppoſe any 
& Truth withal, Univerſal / Creati» 


A 4 on 


_ 


on., 33 not aſerred ro Us ,in Scrip. 
, 2s is Univerſal Redempti- 


dirbelicye God in this , we may dig- 
believe him in every thing he lays. 
I might furthcr demonſtrate this 
Truth,” by a multi:ude of Argue 
ments ; ; bar I ſhall concent my 1(<clf, 
, with the. Four tollowing, the Firſt i 15, 


tepreſentative when he finned, *tis 
unreaſonable to! ſuppoſe , that he 
| not ſo ſtand , when he was rc» 
Utery'g. Were all Men 1 him 
wheh he fell, ayd were not all 
Men'in him : When! he was reſtor'd ? 
Was hot the Plaiſter as farge as the 
* Wound ? If Rtialon will bear no 
ſway herein \-conſalt the Scripture, 
if Cor, 15: 23, Rom. «, 14, 15,10), 
1 27, 18,19. Second”y , Chriſt cither 
"Died for all , or his Death was 
\ far greater Cul to che World ,, 
\. than it wasa Bickh 12; tor had not 
Ebrift Died , our firſt Parents had 
been immcdiarely ſor” to the Con- 
knes of Eternal Death, & ſo they w_ 


. ture , "by fo gre2t aVariery of Ex- p 


dn; "and upon rhe fame Terms we Þ 


Atam ſtanding the whole Worlds | 


4 


Ut 


[| bad no Race to have ſucceeded chem, I 
- and conſequently , not having had 


[' 9 


2 Bcing could never have finned.; 


' and ſo never haye ſuffer'd Ecernal 


Torments. But now by the Medi> 
ation of Feſus , theſs Criminals are 
not only pardon'd themſelves , but 

permitted to. bring. forth a Nume- 
on Off-ſpring , of which by our Op- 
ponentsDodrine, the far greater Party 
ir may be a Thouſand to One, are 
by the implacabl;Hatred of God, left 
Irreverſibly to Sin and Suffer his In- 
ſupportable Wrath to Ecernal Agets - 
So that this Notion , doth with 
moſt manifeft clearneſs, totally ſab» 
vert the Work of Redemption , ': 
and renders it the moit cruel of Uns 
dertakings , ſo that we may fafely 
hence inyert 'the Words of our 
Saviour, Joby 1, 16, and read 
them thus, God"fo hated the World, 
that he gave his only begorren Son, 
that ſu Millions of Millions of Poor 
Souls ; (which never clſe had been } 
mighe be brought into Bzing , and - 


" fo neceſſicared ro Sin and Perifh , 


without a poſſibility of Eſcape. Tov | 
As black 


i 16 
black a Notion to be-caft upon the 


me to the Third Argument, which 
is yer more (if pofſible Yeonvincing. 


, or God muſt Ecernally con- 
demn and -puniſh the greateſt Part 
of Meu :' for not” believing a Lies 
For nothiog is more plainly revealed 
itt Scripture, than 'theſe Two 

Truths : Firff, TharGod requites 

ul Men to believe in Feſws Chrift', 

and*that as their Saviour , or 'One 
- Dying for their Sins ; John 6. 29. 
* 8. 24. & 10, 42. & 16, 9. Of. 
| Secondly , Thar this is the Ground 
: of Man's Ecernal Condemnation , 
-, becauſe he doch nor, nor will believe 
+ Jothe only begotten Son of God. 
3. 18. 38. ' So' that I ſee not 
Which Way *cis poſſible to clear 
- God from ſuch a Dreadful Aﬀpet. 
| fron, as before Noted , but by ac+ 


for all Men Univerſally. The Fourth 
| and Laff Argument, is from the 
Apoltic Paul , and I ;hope it will 

prove Authentick , it theother fail ; 
wt and 


| Father of Lights ;- which! yet leads | 


* Cbriff miſt Die for all Men Univer- |: 


5G La PR” 4 - __ 


Kknowledging the Death of Chriſt, | 


'I 
. 


and Je $26 $+.14- Pa 
the Apofile defigning to {er tor 
*the Neceſlity all Men had of 'a Savi- 


' 


2 


our , by their being dead in Sing ar 
Treſpaſſcy , proves it by this 
pick or Medium, to wit , the Univery 
ſollity of Chriſt's Death forall men 
for his Argument runs thus , If One 
Died for all , then were all Dead» 
Now ſure none will affirm the Apolile. 
fo Ungkilful or Deceitful a Logician , * 
asro lay-down a Falſe and Imper- 
fe& Premiſce co build his Concluſion 
upon ; for all ( ere a whit) skill'd in | 
Argument , know , that the Mayer 
Propofition muſt always... compreny 
hend and include rhe Fond tay, 
and no doubt the Corinthians , they” 
were not ſuch Fools; but they wwe 
have _reply'd, had they not Ve» 
lieved the Truth of the Apoſie 
Propoſition , Ay Brother Paw} , WE" 
grant if Chriſt had Died for all, 
they muſt all have been Dead ; bu 
thou knoweſt , he did not Die for 
all , therefore what doth thy Arge- 
ing prove. But. having been ſome. 
vhat Jarge in theſe foregoing Partis 
culars, 


4 RN, I Chal 1444 
p to hine at the. * following 
'F, 5 

” >, der ro contain all ] 


Sn ar Preſent vithin fy def tt 
ne oe 


"Thin, ' All te ! - Commands 
G n given totth' to be obſerved 


, plainly belpeaks his 
| Unfeigned def re of their Salvation, 
For they declare » thit God would 
| have all his Creatures obey them '; 
_ why would he have them obey- 
if not for their Sakes , uf 
| has for their good ? For, he hath 
#0. need of Man's Service : Seriouſly | 
ruſe theſe Scriptures, Dea. 5. 


d6.17, 18, 24, an 1T, 26, 


thiy . All the Promiſes add 
re amicgs pulliſhed in Geds Word) 
are thisTruth ; ; For,ſor whar End 
8 Th ey there Recorded , but to 

e men ro Obedience, and de- 
wr men from Sin? See Pſa. | 1.1, Pſa. 
28, 1. Dep. 30. 16, 17, 18, & Prov}; 
, 8. 34, 35; 36. Roy. 2. 'L » 9. And 
at. God would ner have any men tro 
Sin , x.then he would Not have any 


_— - men" 


4 - but 
hin 


by *l. men 


- ee 4 ww © mw a © 


| 
| 
! 
k 
( 


13) 


4 Woo o-Catker; for Sin is the along. 


F Cauſe of any Man's ' Infelicity z 


{ Pſal. 107, 17. Rom. 6.423. 


_ Fifthly ,'All the outward As 


3 of God's Providence i in rhe Wortd., 7 


whether.of Mercies or Judgement , 
plainly Preach the ſame D-Qrine, 
He draws and drives, by theſe Cords 
of his Love. See Fob 9. 17 , 13 , at 
33.26, 27, 28, 29 , 30» Pſal. $; 
4. Pſal. 145. 9. 16. Aﬀs 14+ 17: 
Rom. 2.5.2 Pet..3. 15 , &c. 

| Sixthly , TheEternal Rewards and, 


 Puniſhments , which God will be. 


flow and inflict at laſt on men z, 
plainly declare they had a Time , 
and means of Grace afforded them, 
to miad the things or their Ecer i 
nal Peace, and conſequently', that 
God did unfeignedly defire their 
Salvation! See 2 Theſ. 1» 8 Tuas 4 
2 Cor. 5.10, 11. 

7thly. The Commiſſons thar, God 
hath given to the Miniſters .of*t 
Goſpel , dolikewiſe join Teſtimony 
to this Truth , otherwiſe they are 
bound to tell Lies in the _ of 
God. "See Exek, 3. 18 ,19 ,20 , Oc 


"FF 
dhd"j;. 6,7, 8, 9, 6%. Mark 16) ** 
| F5: 2 Cor. Fo 18, 19, 39, _ 

Eighthly ard Laſtly , The &:35 deg 
vings of the Spirit of God, wpoti the | PF 
Hearts of every Creature , lainly | wh 
beſpeaks the unftigaed dcfire he 
harh.of their Salvation, unleſs we| 99 
Can ifnagine God 'ſolicitous, and ful 
dive a bout that , which he bath | © 
Ho difire to ac ccomplith' ( which one | ©© 
would think ) any Rational Creas | * 

ture ſhould dread to affere, No, | 4 

agever affords any means, in or- fi 
der to cf-& any End ;bur he always r 
G 
J 


affords ſufficient ro accompliſh che 
fame. Confider the following Scrip- 


tures, Pſal. 24. 7 , 8. Iſs. 53. 10. 
= A#: 7.51. Rev. 3.20, and Gen. 6. 3. 
"Compared with 1 Pee. 3.18, 19, 
'- 20. Thus having finiſhed my firſt 
| Head , I ſhall proceed to what fol- 
lows. gut I would firſt remove | 
an ObjeRtion , which is always rea» | 
dy at hand to oppoſe this Truth 
withal. Say ſome, 1f God doth 
7 gays deſire the Sabuatin of all 
Men , how comes it ts paſs all Men 


#1 wot ſword. 


Rep!) , 


I 


ti 
| the 


1 Reply, The 


a —- 


is cafis and 
ready. .  Betauſe the impure Will of 
#&generated * May is oppoſite to thi 
Part and Holy Will f God; that 


ty 


| what the Will of God defireth , the 


Will of ' Man oppoſeth ; and this is 

fone other Detfrine then is plenti- 

fully revealed in the Scriptures; 

£'Chren. 36. 15, 16. Prov. t. 22, 
fo 30. Jer. 15,18, and 51, 9. Ez. 
24. 13- Maf, 27, 37, 38. Job fs 
40. Burco help the meanefs Unider- 
ftanding , Ged wills the Saluation of 
every of Mankind , but then it is gu» 
ly in lis own Way ; or on the Teritig 
of his exw_ Propofing. And the Ty 
finite Perfeftions of God's Nature , 
do( as it were ) ſet ts himſelf Bownds, - 
which be cannet paſs. So thar what 
God propeſ@h concetning his Vine- 
gard. Iſa. 5. 3, 4. is truly appli | 
cable to the Yine-yard of the woolp 

World , that is, what could baye 
been done mare for it , that he hath 
not dene; the M*aning is not , thar 
with che Reſpc& ro the Power of 


God, as more could harve beet 
aqne , but God? 


s Power being lineitel 
| by 


(16) 


guided;by his Wiſdom , and hls IWiſ« 
dom dircQing, conſonant to all thy 
Perfeftions ot his Nature; ittollows , 
that what is poſfble to his Pewer d 
may be repugnant to his Wiſdem and 
| Holineſs; and fs on that Confiderge 
| tion, cannot be done by him. 
The Almightineſs of his Power, is als 
W4)s , and only put forth with Jadge- 
ment; Pſal. 99+ 4.90 that ( tho? ) 
reſpeing the Power of God difini?- 
t4.ox ſeperately corlidered , he could 
have torc'd all his Creatures into an 
F Univerſsl Obcdicnceto him , and 
given to them Erernal weights of Gle- 
ry, yet conſidered, as a God In- 
mite in Wiſdom , Holineſs , &C. as 
well as Power , ir may truly at- 
firmed of him, That he could not 
ſ &ve one Soul more than he hath done. 
And I Retort npon my Adverſaris , 
by this Interogation , is it not every 
whit:as Rational to conclude, God 
cannot corvert any more men than he 
agth , becauſe they are net carverted, 
as cis to ſay , he was not willing to 
ſave any more than he doth , becauſe 
STACY - they 


by his Wl, and his #41 beingl th 


aſſ 


being 


Wiſel, 
ll 


1) 


ave not ſaved? But as nenewill 
; ſert the Former , but on the Forg= 
meetioned Corfideratiun, ſo in like 
manner , I aſſent to the Later , upon 


2 due. Interpretation. For as hath 


| becn already hinted , tho? it was the 


Original and antecedent Will of God , 

thad all men ſhould be ſaved , yer it 
was as really and truly his Secondary 
or Conſequent Will , that every Im- 
fenitent , Unbeheving , and Unper« 

ſwadeable Sinner ſhould be damned. 
So that, tho' the Will of God was 
fruftrated i in the Former yet it was 
accompliſhed in the Later , and it 
was impoſſible ir conld be ſo i in both ; 

befides, God's main Deſign , to wir 
his own Glory , is as truly effeed , 

inthe Sinner's Condemnation ane 
would have been in his Juſtification 
and Salvation, I might enlarge , 

bur I haſten to the Second Head , 

wherein I | hope yet farther to, hy 
vince the Truth , tor which , I have 
been Pleading. 1 then advance to 
declare ( according to the Guidancy 
of Scripture Light) what are the 
Methods , which God hath ordaineg 
to 


4 (#t) 4 
fo the Eternal Filicity of theſe" 
4, owt And here I ml 
divide chem into Two Parts, Firſt, 
Such as have 8 Peculiar and ſingular 
ReſpefF wnto God himſelf , ( thar is) 
what he hath dewe, and will do on his 
Part , in order to bring every Sm and 
Baughter of Adam to Eterual Feli- 
= And Secondly , What be hath 
| ly ordained for Man to do 
rs 25 ) in order to effefs the 
ſame. And here , notwithſtanding: 
the Copiouſneſs of the SwbjefF , I in- 
ten '@ confine my felt ( at leaft for 
preſent ) in the few following P4- 
ges , not pretending to ſpeak all, 
thit may or cen be ſaid thereon ; 
bar fo much, as I conceive ( by the 
. Bl:ſſing of God ) may lead every Wil» 
ling and Ratimal Minit , fo far into 
che Knowledge of Gods Will and their 
Duty cherein.; as thar no Soul mak- 
ing a due Improvement thereot, need 
ever miſcarry as to itsKternalConcerss. 
It miy not be unneceſſary $4 Us 
to the firſt of theſe, that we ſhew., 
what God did for Man , at his frft 
Creation , in arder to ſecure his E- 
ternal 


(19) 


2 Felicity. And here we find, 
ſh2 llGed created him 2 Pure 2nd Innocent 


irft ,FCrearure . inveſted him with many 

ulay | Noble Endowments. cipeci ily, Know - 

is ) | hidge and Holineſs. Enters into a Co- 

s big | wenant of Life and Peace with him , 

and | and his Peſterity in him: And this 

eh | Covenant comprehented the Law of 
ath | the Ten Commandments, as 4 
as | Rule , Boundary , and Conveyance of 
the | Life and Blefing. For had Man ob« 
ng: | ſerved the ſame, according to the 

n- | Will of his Maker , and the Capaci- 

for | ties he was created with by him , 
he had never «<aſted the leaſt Infel;- 

city or Miſery ; but have for ever 
3 | enjoy'd ſweet Fellowſhip and Com- 
e | won with his Makey; but: to the 
= | Eternal Reproach and Shame of 
oO | himſelf and his' Off- ſpring , he ſoon 
r broke Covenant with God, and fo 
| 


>} 
[ 


forfeited all his Bleſſings , yea , procu- 
red to himſe!f and all his Off» ſpring 
Ecernal Wrath and: Miſery ; Gen: 
1, 26, Col. 3." 10. Rom. 3 19 
and 7, to. Cor. 159, 56. Gal: 
3. lo, 12: Pſdl. 75. 3,' 6 
But this being a DofFrine a + 

Y 


IMI 


v5 


{ 20) 
ly believ'd,, and largely Treated on 
oy many Warthies , I proceed, 


This hen being theCaſe of out firt | 


Parents , and is the Caſe of every 
one ot us by Nature ; God in further 
Demenſiration of his real Delight in, 
and unffigued deſire after , the Erer- 
nal Felicity ot every one of his Off- 
ſpring Man ; out of the Unſearch- 
able Treaſures of his Grace , takey 
Pitty on them , Contrives , finds out , 
ar.d accompliſheth a ay and Means , 
by which we are redeem'd , refiored, 
and reinveſted with the Fmjoyents 
of his ſp:cial Favour and Bleſſing ; 
and by which we may be Erernally 
Happy , in the never. ceaſing Enjoy- 
wents thereof. Now , what God 
hath done for a!l the Off ſpring of 
| Adam on this Account , and what 
| ke requires to be done by them, in 
order to compleat the ſawe, 1 ſhall 
F further proceed to ſhew. And here 
F Firſt Negatively , what God doth nox 
} . do? ( in Oppoſition to_ the Pretenſions 
. @& Faxcies of [ome ) Viz. God doth 


|, notaQ in any meer Arbitrary , or 


| Irrefeſtible Way and Manner : So as 
. % ts to 


(21) 
to make his Creature Happy , nlens 


4 volens, whether they will or no, 
I See Gen. 6. 3. 2 Chron. 14, 15 , 16 


Pſal. 81. 12. Iſa, 5. 1,2,3,45 5» 
Eck. 24. 13. 24ly. Afirmatively , 
and here, 

Fir, God hath contrived , or- 
dered , made plain and Publick , 
whatſocver is Neceſſary on this Ac» 
tount.” He hath not laid , nor left 
Max under any Care or Concern, to 
contiive and find out a Way to reco- 
ver and Relieve himſelf. He hath 


made it'only the Concern of his Crea- 


'$ure , to walk in the Way preſcribed 


and-appernted for him. Sec 1 Sam. 
14+ I 4. THe. 2. 10. John 14.6. 
S:comdly;, And more Particular- 
ly, God has provided a Ranſom , a 
Mediator or Peace-maker between 
God and Man; he hath given and 
ſent forrh his only begotten Son inta 
the World , to make upen him our 
Nature , and therein our Si and 
Pwuntſhment , who likewiſe Freely”, 
Fully , and Afually performed and 
Compleated the fame: by bearing 
the' heavy Wrath and Curſe of God, 


tor 


(22) 


Reeenciling God and Man again 6+! 


gether. Sce Gon, 3.'5, 2.S81. "14 
14- Gal, 3.13. 1 Cor. 15. 22. Rom. 


S» 14,15, 16, fc. 2 Cr. 5.19. 


fol 2, 2.1 Tim. 2. 5. Dan. 9. 24 
Iſa. 53- 5 »6, Jobn 1. 29, 

irdly, God hath propoſed 
Faith in his Son , or the Promiſes of 
his Grace in and through him; as 
the One and only Daty, of every 
Perſon . that is arrived to the Nears 
of Diſcretion , and have comnuitted 
aQual Si againſt God , to be per- 
., formed on Man's Part , in order to 
' his pertct Delryerance from Sin and 
Mijery ,, and procure him Juſt:fics- 
#i9w and Peace with God, Mark 16, 
36, John 3. 16. Rom. 5. 26. 
and 5-1. And thus Faith ( which 
if unfeigned ) comprehends all Chri- 
flian Durics , as ſincere Repent ance , 
Maortificatien of Sin , and SaniFifice- 
tien,or Newneſ; of Life, As 5. 9. 
Gal. 5,6, By Faith welay hold on 
Eternal Life, enter into a Real, Alt- 
al , and Selemu Covenant with God , 
become Betroathed and Eſpouſed , to 


Father "W 


OO —_— 
. 


} 


UN 


6 


(23) 
Father , So and Spirit , in an E- 
yerlaſting Covenant ; Jobs 1. 12. Gal. 
3- 26 Butit may be here further 
Queried , how ſhall falkn Man beges 
and compleat this Grace in his Sexd , 
ſceing the Scripture tells us, Faith 
is the Gift of God, and no onecan bee 
lieve but ſuch , ro whom it is given 
them of God ; Epheſ. 2. 8. Jobs 15. 5+ 
| Reply, *1s true, whciefore 
I grant the Sdlution of this Nueſtion 
is of great Ilmpo:rance , and uceds 
the Guidance and Lſſiſtance of God's 
Word and Spirit ; the which I crave, 
and doubt not of its Aid herein, 
and in the Reſolution hereof , 1 in- 
tend ro conc}ude. Wheretore , Firft, 
I would premiſe , or lay down this 
. Poſition , Viz. That Ged doth really 
give irve Faith unto ali Men, 
that arrive 10 Tears of Diſcretion. 
Bur here I muſt «cxpiaina my elf, 
for my Meaning is , God gives it to 
every Man ,in the Uſe ot Means on- 
ly. "There is ne One Soul under the 
whole Heavens, which is not by the 
Supernatural cnlightenings ot God's 
Grace , lead unto fuch a Faith - | 
wy 


(24) 
will pleaſe God. To wit , a Pe- 
tief that God is, andthat he is the 


Rewaraer of them that diligently ſeek . 


him; Heb. 11.6. Rom. |. 15 , 20. 
and2. 15, 16, and 1, 6, 7,8, 
18, As 14.17.and 17. 26,27 , 28, 
God is ſaid todo that which is never 
dene ; tor 2s much as he did all that 
was proper tor him to do. in order 
ro eff it; Exek, 24. 13. God is 
never ſaid rodo anything , where- 
in he himſelf is fingly concern*d.and 


yet the Thing never done. *Tis not . 
meer God ſhuuld loſe the Glory of 


his dZs, becauſe Man. talls ſhort 
in his: Duty. In like manner , tis 
_ not meet God ſhould loſe the Glo- 
ry of his Googneſs , in giving Eter- 
nal Life to men ,' becauſe they will 
not accept of it. He may be truly 
faid to give a Thing , that ſincerely 
offers ir , whether it be accepted or no. 
In this Senſe , God gives. Ecernal 
Life to all men, and Faith as 
One neceflary Ingredient to bring 
men, thereunto. This is plainly 
declared by the Apoſtle, As 17.30, 
.. 31, Where, all men every where 
arg 


eB Eo... ct 


(25) Ns 
ave commanded to repent ( which ins 
cludes Faith) and affures us , God 


| hath given aſſurance ( our Tranſla. 


tion- reads it but more ſignificantly 
as rhe Margine or Original imports, 
hath offer'd or given Faith ) wnto all * 
Men , bythe Reſurretiion of Chriſt 
from the Dead 30 hat now I pro» 
ceed to declare. What God hath done 
on his Part, to beget Faith in the Souls 
of every Son and Daughter of Man, 
and what he expefFs Man [hould do on 
his Part , m order to compleat the 
ſame. And to the Figſt, 

( 1. ) God of the Riches of hisGrace , 
through the Mea1ation of Feſus , deth 
infuſe into the Soul of every Creature , 
# Power or Capacity of Felieving ,and_. 
this is apparent , ( 1.) Becauſe*ris 
evident Man hath his Being of Grace 
given and continued to bim ; Pſal. 
75-3. and *ris Irrational ro: ſuppoſe, 
that Ged hath not given tro men Pows 
ers and Capacities ſuitable ro their 
Being. ( 2.) The Scripture tefrif- 
eth a compleat Renovation by Teſs 
Chriſt , of whatever May lolt in £- 
dam; Rom. 5. 14,15, 16, 4g, 

TR” 


- 13, & 8. 2. 2 Cor. 5.14, 15. and 
conſequently a Power and Capacity 
of Bel:eving. ( 3. ) 'Tis teſt: fica con» 
cerning-Ghriſt , John 1.8. That he 
enlightens every on? that cometh into 
the Warld. There is a Spirit m every 
Mean , «nd the Inſpiration of Super- 
natural Grace give:h him Unaerſtan- 
ding, and with the Underſtanding 
or Heart Man believeth unite Salvati- 
0; 70b 22. 8, Rom, 10. 10» The 
Sperit of Man is the Canale of "the 
Lord ; Prov. 20. 27, And can any 
think, God bath any uſeleſs Can- 
dles , fuch as he never lighteth, ( 4. ) 
The many Commands , Promiſes , 
and Threatrings, which God bath 
given turth in his Werd, requiring 
all mm:every where te believe, plain- 
ly demenfirate that men are tome 
. way cor other (td 1 knew of none 
but by Grace ) in a Capacity of be« 
tievirgg. {( 5.) Several thingsare 
done by the Appointment of God, 
taat ſq all men might believe ; John 
1.'7. &-17. 21. & 30, 31. And he 
- Aproints nor approves of any fruit» 
leis Latsry. ( 6. ) *TisSin im every 
| me 


one not to believe ) Ta, . 16. 9. Whick., 
it &uſe not be, wereviot Evety one in” 
A Capacity of Pelievirg ; Faith © 
(i: e in a Meſtas)-being not an Olg,. 
bur New Coveniant' Duy. . (-) Our + 
Bleſſed ' Saviour is ſaid 'to marvel at. 


the Faith of ſome,  avd Unbelief ff 


others; Mat. $. to. & Mark 7 


Which declares at leaſt, the Cank 


city all men are put into to believe. 
(8) *Tis ſaid , Cake $8. 12. Thar 


che Devil takes away the Word from” 


ſome , leaſt they ſhuuld believe, 


which plainly implies , the Devil" 


was ſ{enfible they were in 2 Capacit 


of Believing. (9)Our Bleſſed Saviour ,* 
who certainly never upbraided any. 
Man without a Cauſe , yet 3s ſaid 


ro upbraid ſome mun for their 11. 
penitence and Unbelief ; Mat. 11,20, 
Mark 16. 14, Which p ainly inte 
mateth men may have , yea , have 
by Grace , Power , and Capacity gi- 
ven them of Gud to repent: and be 
lieve , who notwichſtanding , yer 
continue Impenitent and Unveleving, 
C5 that I reter my Reader tor a Con- 
cluſion of this Head , to the Apoſtle, 

B z Words 


_- 


Ae ,, Ss 
| Words ; Row. 3.3, 4. and paſs 
wherefore, _. > bY 
.(2 ) God not only of his Grace , in 


- 


Riches of his Grace, the Death 


his Word, Promiſe, Oath | &&c. 
John 3. 14, if, 16. 1 Pe, I. 17 1 
28, 19, 20,21. Mark 16. 16, Oc 
Heb, 6. 17, 18, 19, 


tenvince the Underſtanding of every 
Reaſonable Soxl , of the Neceſſity and 
Equity of their Duty ; Iſa. 1. 18. & 
5» 4+ Dent, 32. 47, Pſal. 4. 2 5 4+ 
Prov. 5. 1,2.7-11, 12, 13, Oc 
John 12. 35. 1 Fol 5. 4 , to 14. So 
that it may be truly ſaid, ?ris the 
molt wnreaſonable thing in the 
World , not to believe the Record 
God hath given of kus Son, 2 Theſ, 3. 2. 

' *(4) God ot his Grace , by his 
Word and Miniſters , and conſtant, 
; ard 


& 


fuſeth into bis Creatures a Power aud 
- Copaciry of Believing , bus propoſerh. 

proper ObjetFs to exerciſe Faith upon, . 
* or beget Faith im the Soul : | As the, 


of his Son, -the faithfulneſs of 


(3) God of his Grace, by his Word.. 
. &nd Miniſters , maketh nſe of moſt . 


Proper and Rational Arguments t0, 


x 


” 


(29) 
and . common Providencet , make® 
uſe of the moſt Powerful and Attra» 

+Ging AlleFives , to allure and draw 
the AﬀeRQions of every of his Crea® ; 

titres, that ſo they may fepent and 
b:lieve the Goſpel; Det. 5. 29. & 
32. 39, Mat. 23. 27% Luke 19. 41y 
2, {ſa. 55.1, 2. Rev. 22+ 17, Rom. -. 
| 2. 4, 5+ 2 Pet. 3.15, And when 
| the Cords of his Love will nor 
draw us, he uſcth Cordsin Love tg 
driveus. He ſends his Terrours to. 
awaken us , and his Rod to heal us 
Fob 33. 145 fo 30. Prev. 29. 15. Mie 
> cnhG.g, He ſends his Judgements 
mto the Barth , that the Inhabitants 
thereof may learn Righteouſneſs ; Iſs 
26. 9. He puts a Price of Infmite 
value into his Creatures Hauds ; Prov. 
17.16, Hets unto them as they that 
take the Toke from off the Jaws , and 
lays M2at unto theme » Yer not withe 
ſanding , they muſt eat or Pertſh. 
Thus he draws them with the Cords of 
e a Man , and with the Bonds of Love ; 
Hoſea 11.3, 4, 5. And ſeems paſ- 
ſrountely concern'd when this his 
Grace is abuſed; Micah 6. 1,2, 3+ 
m0 B3 (5s) God 


_::: (is) hs 
"(s5) God of Þis Grace, ſends his 
Noly Spirit , to the Doors of his Crea- 
Fares Hearts, an4 he comes not emp- 
iy Handed , or narrow Hearted, He. 
|  craes, Open ye Eyerlaſling Doors , that 
- Fhe King of. Glory may come in, He 
Anocks at the D3ors of the Hearts 
| of Sinners,but he doth ir nor, as fone 
| will doat' their Friends or Neighs 
bours Doors ;, very ſoftly on purpoſe 
they might not be heard, only 
thar chey might have excuſe to ſay, 
that they were thexe. No ; he knocks 
in good Earnelt , and with Autho- 
rity, ye, 'h:. commands Entrance, 
C:ics out Bzre , Fire , yea, tells them 
they ſh I] tor ever 'bura in enquene 
chable Fire , if they wiil not awake, 
and arile, &rc. Promiſes them Eter- 
nal Rewards, ifthar they will bur 
let him come in and Sup with them, 
&Cc. Fohn 16. 9. Pſal. 24. 7, 9. Rev. 
3, 20. Yea, he takcs nota ſpeedy De- 
nial , is notas Proud as we are Coy z 
but wairs, till his Locks are ( as it 
were ) Wet with the Dew ofthe Night, 
He waits long , on ſome, 29, 39, 
40 , 50 , 60 Ycars and more, Come« 


wg 


, (um) 
ing and knocking ag1in , and ap 
gain, Crying out with moſt mel- 
ting Expreſſions, Fev long , how 
long , how long, Ye Simple . willye 
love Simplicity? Ye Scorners delight 


in your Scorning, and ye Fools hate 


Knowledge * Turn ye at my Reproof , 
#nl 1 will pour out my Spirit untoyos , 
ani make known my Words unto you ; 
Prov. 1.22, 23. Turnye ,twh Ye, 
why will ye die ? Exzgk. 3. 11. Now 
can any Soul be fo deſtitute ot Rea- 
ſon; and Grace, asto think all rhis 
is nothing but a Pack of Dectit and 
Falſehvod. Imagine the Spirit of God 
thus Striving torViftor y,bur with no 


Deſign to conquer. Dare any reſent * 


the moſt upright Being , compara» 
ble to the vileſt of Hyrocrites ? Such 
whoſe Word: of their Mouths avs ſmoe- 
ther than Butter , whil'f War u in 
Fheir Hearts; Pſal. 55.2.1. Prov. 12s 
10. For ſuch muſt all theſe DzaL 
ings of God be with Men , if he de- 
figns not theiesSalyation by rhem. 
(5) anMeraſtly, God of bu 
Grace, in and Ly onr Lord Fei, ſtands 
always ready M lend his Heloing Hand, 
B 4  Wheny- 


4 


TT (32 ) 
whenever the Soul of any Sumer ſhall 
' bye ' one Step forward in' the Way 
* of Believing., We grant rhe Duties 
; of Religion are grear and Weighty, 
| "and require more Strength ro mati- 
mage ,- than Sinners either haye 
of chemſelves , or immediately have 
from God ; but he: whoſe Eyes run te 
and fro , throughout the whole Earth, 
beholds the Motrons and Inclmations 
of the Hearts ot every Creature: And 
no ſooner doth the Soul of any Pro- 
digal Sinner , come to its felt, and 
entertain any ſerious thought of - Re- 
turning unto his Maker, but this Fa- 
thcrof Mercy not only runs to meet 
him , but is at hand to Aid and En- 
courage him, Much like a Loving 
and Tender Parent , who may put 
His Child upon litrmng an Hundred 
Pound Weight , whichnotwithitand= 
ing , he knows it cannot do it of 
It felt ; yet the Child being willing 
ro try its Strength , and ſhew its 
Willingneſs to obey its Parent , the 
Father to encourage it, lends his 
Helping Hand , ati” ©. both lifring 
together, it is enable; ro do that, 
. which 


” * of 


——þ as 


——j— 5 


| —— 


(337 ©, 99 
which otheryiſc it could not poſſibly 
have done. *Tis eaſter for @ Camel 
fo go through the Eye of a Needle , 
then for a Rich Man( yea , or a Poor 
Man, or indeed any Man , by his 
own Natural Skill, Will , or Pow- 
er) to enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven. But what # impoſſible with 
Men , ws poſſible unto G14 ; Mark 10. 


| 27. So that Rich and Poor may all 


enter in at Heavens Gare , it they 
will implore and improve the Divine 
Aids of Grace, which either they 
haye , or may have at his Hands. 
God deals with his Creature Man , 
much like a Prudent Parent with his 
Bankrupt Son ; who having {quan. 
dered away a large Stock , will yet 
try him again, but with a little Szock, 
at firſt; yer withal promiſes him , 
in calc he improves and manages 
that well , heſhall have more, and 
more, ſtill ag his Occafions requires : 
bids him come to him (on thoſe 
Terms ) as often as he plcaſe , and 
he will not ſend him empty away. 
In like manner,God hath dealt with 
his Bankrupt Off ſpring Man , be re- 
k.5 the _F 2d 
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ſolves to try him yet Once more » 
| hath provided @ Stock tor hin, no 
ways interivur ,. bur mach larger 
than what he had b fore ; bur he 
will nor now pur-it all into his Crea» 
tures Hinds at Oace, he will have 
the keeping of it himtelt, and ſee 
or know of th: 1:ying of it out, He 
givcs him 2 }itcle at fir ſ# ' yet ſuffici- 
ent for his med ) cells him , 1f-he im- 
proves and manages that well , he 
ſhill have more ; bat l1-rs him know, 
he muſt com? ty him for ic; and. 
rell him for wha: he wan's it | &c. 
And ſo doing ( in the well manage- 
_ ment thereof ) he promiſes to g1Ve 
ſupplies ot Grace, in all things ſuit» 
able co his N:ze1. Is not then the 
Ci'e of Man by Grace, much bet» 
ter than i: was by Nature ? Is it not 
berrer to have ſuch a Friend and 
Father , to gyro at all rimes as ovr 
Need r<quires, than to have all vur 
Stock in our own Hands. Yer ſuch a 
Friend ant. Father , hath every Max 
and Woman in the Woild ; but ei- 
ther they do nor Know ic, or will 
| not belicye it, or knowing and be= 
lieying 
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(3s) 
lieving it, will nor praQically ims 
prove this their Knowledge , to the 
Glory of their Maker , and their own 
Spiritual and Eternal Advantage. 
It any queſtion rhe Truth hereof, 
let them ſearch che Scriptures, It is 
ſo. viſible throughout ch- whole of 
them, that he that runs may read it; 
yer I ſha'l cite a 'ew or ſach as oce 
cur to Mind ; Pal. 75,1. 119. & 15 1s 
& 145-18, Iſa. 55. 6. Luke 15. 17, 
i2, 19. Ma. :t. 28. Rom. 'Q@ 6, 
7, 8, 9. Mark to, 27, 28, Heb. 7: 
25% $0 that as God begins a good 
Work , in the Soul of every Creature” * 
( by the Commu: ,jcations ot D:vine 
Grace ) he will carty on that Work 
( on his Part, and in his Way ) wat 
the Day of Chriſt, God ever did, 
doth, and wiil give to every 
Man , a ſufficiency of Light and 
Grace , to cuiry him to Huppineſs , 
( in caſe he improves it ) and this Ir- 
refiltibly , whether he will orno 
bur he never wild to carry on this 
Work: of his Grace unto Pertc&tion $ 
but by the concurrence of the Will 
and Power ( or putting forth of the 
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Tame into AQ) af his Creature , 
ſvitable to the Capacities, which 
they have of Free Grace, received in 
' order 'thereunto, The firſt Ads of 
G0d”s Grace or Gifts of his Love to 
*F Fallen Men, are purely in a Way 
| of Grace , without any Reſpe& to 
any thing Lovely in the Creature, 
tf for his Son's ſake ; bur all rhe Af- 
WH - ter Gifts of God are purely i in a Way 
ff of Reward , to the-+ well Improve- 
F{ ment of his fr ft Gifts , and the well 
t} Managery of Succeeding Ones ; yet 
{ muſt we not efteem this any other 
; than a Reward of Grace, not a Re- 
| ward of Debt. 'Se&» Phil. 2. 12, 13, 
Rown. 4. 3,4 , 5. Thus having brief- 
Iy finiſhed , what I conceive neceſſa- 
thxy at preſent to ſhew, what God 
Kt on his Part dothdo ,. and will doto 
|| beget and Carry on a Saving Faich 
| in- tne- Hearts of every Creature, 
{1 now proceed bricfly to declare 
| what God hath ordained Man to do 
{ on his Part) in order to ſecure bis 

ternal Happineſs : And notwith- 

Fanding the Datics are great and 
y 6 ( as before RY yer all 
li thingy 
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(37) 
things conſidered , they are as no- 
thing, being Infinitely beneath the 
things which God hath done for us, 
to procure and {zcure' the ſaid Fe- 
licity The Affi&:os of this pre» 
ſent Tife (the moſt difficult part of 
our Duty to God ) are in the Apo- 
file's Judgment , not worthy to be com- 
pared to the Glory that is to be re- 
vealed: All chat God requires of us, 
# but to make uſe of what he gives , 
end accept of what he offers. 'Tis 
but to believe what he ſays, and 0- 
bey what he commands, and as he 
| propoſeth 'nothing bur Truth to be 
. believed, ſo he requireth nothing 
but what is for our Good, Profit , Ho» 
nour , ' and Pleaſure ;' to be obeyed. 
He isno hard Matter , he is not mo» 
roſe or difficult to be pleaſed ; if 
their be firſt a WillingMind, he accept= 
eth atcording to what a Man hath , 
and exafteth not , what he hath 
ot '; he is nor Crue! in his Laws; 
nor Niggardly in his Aids ; if we be- 
lieve and obey him , we ſhall ſpend our 
Days in Pleaſures ; Job 36, 11, All 
the Genies and Faculties of our bo- 
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(38) 
dies and Souls ſhall be ſweetly ſatiſ= 
fied , yea raviſhed; 'with molt pro- 
per Obj<ﬆs tor Delight and Pleaſure, 
Had God commanded us to live up- 
on nothing but Bread and Water : 
yea, to eat and drink always that 
which were molt aiſfaſiful to our 
Appetites. Had he commanied us to 
clova'h our felyes wich Crowns of 
Thorns, and Garm:nrts of Thiſtles, 
to tread bare-foot upon Brambles, 
or Red Hot Bars of Iron; to lcad a 
life of the m ſt exquiite miſcries and 
Torments, chac could be inflit:d or 
endurcd in this World. We had been 


-boand to obcy him , and admired he 


would hbayc rewarded a ſhorr Life 
of (uch Sorrows and Miſeries( which 
we had .Jaſtly merited ) with never 
cealing Weights of Glory ; bur this 
1s not our Ciſ:, we are only requi- 
red ro walk in Pl-afanc and Peacetul 
Paths, with aſſurance that we (hall 
mee: with no Harm . nor want any 


$ thing that # good for us therein, That 
| we {hail gain more by one Minates 
F true Service of Gud , 
[| gain i in & Thouſand Years, in the 
1 Serving 


than we can 
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(39) 
Serving of our ſelves in this World 
ſeperare from rhe Service of God: 
Yea, tho* Gud - ſhould blets us with 
the Confluence of all Eartchly Blef- 
fhnags, above the ordinary Merhod 
of his Providence all thac time. Men 
little chink whac Enemics and Rube 
bers they are to themſelves , whilſt 
they ſay unto God ( tho” it be bur 
in the Language of PraQtice ) D-part 
from us , we deſire not the Knowledge 
of thy Ways ; for following after their 
preſent Profits , Honours or Pleaſures ; 
theſe Lying Vanities, they forjake their 
own Mercies. For if # Cup of Cold 
Water given to a Diſ.iple of Chriſt 
( crom a right Princypie, and to a 
righc End ) ſhall not loſe irs Reward, 
Viz. a Particular and Eternal Re- 
ward in Heaven for it; Oh how 
great ! How Inconceiveably great , 
is the Loſs which every Man ſuitaing, 
whulſt he is not in rhe true Ser- 


4 vice of God, Surely it muſt be the 


moit Incredible Madneſs , the fart 
born 0: fully , to negie& our Daty 
and Intereſt here, Wherefore in 
hopes that ſome Soul or other , will 


(40) 
mind what *tis the Lord his God doth 
require of him , 1 proceed to inform 
him in the few following Particulars. 

( 1 ) God doth Indiſpenſibly require 
that we employ , or ſet apart , a Por- 
rien of our time every Day to think of 
Heaven and Heavenly things. That 
ſo we may acquaint our ſelves with our 
ſelves, and with our Maker ; to Ex- 
amrme, Ponder, Weigh , Confader 
and Determine, how Matters ſtand, 
betwe:n God and us. Peruſe theſe 

Scriprures, Deut, 4.39 , 40. & 5. 29» 
& 8. 5. & 32. 29. 1 Sam. 12. 24. 
Job 34. 27. Pſal. 1.2. & 10.4. & 32. 
9. & 50 ,22. Prov. 6. 6. Eccleſ. 5. 
I* & 7.13 , 14. IJa. 1. 3.& F. 12. 
Jer. 8. 6. Ezek 12. 3. & 18, 14. 28. 

Ho, 7.2. Hag. 1. 5.7. 2 C0r. 13. 5. 
Phil. 4. 8. 2 Pet. 1. 13. 15. No 

Dury more preſſed in Scripture. 

Conſideration is the firſt Step to any 
Worthy Enterpriſe; Luke 14. 28. to 

33- and it implies not a Slight, 

Superficial , or Tranfient View of 

' things in our Mind ; bur a Serious , 

Settled , Upright and Impartial Ex- 

amining , Trying, Judging , Sen- 

NPE: «40 - rencing 
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(47, | 
tencing of them, - 1s ſignifies laying 

of Matters cloſe to our Hearts, or our 
Hearts and Ways cloſe togethor” ;" as 
it ts Tranſlated , Ectleſ. 5.2. ' It 
was by Inadvertency , or for wane 
of due Conſideration , in our firlt 
Parents , that Sin and Miſery cane 
into the World ; and it muſt be 
the due Exerciſe of our thinking Fa. 
'culty , if ever we come to be really 
reſtored to Life and Peace ; Ezek. 18. 
28. Wherefore itis neceſſary , that 
we ſet apart ſome time every Day 
C if be bur a Quarter of an Hour ) 
retirealy to converſe about the Matters 
of our God and onr Sou! ; and you 
need not want Marter for Conſidera- 
tion , God and the things of God 
and our Souls , are not only*an Un- 
ſearchable Deep, but ſtored with 
Variery of Soul Charming , and Soul 
Satisfying Objc&s. Compare things 
and things together , ask your Souls 
theſe and ſuch like Queſtions. Hath 
God grv'n me my Being ? And i it 
net meet that my Bemg be devoted un- 
te his Honour ? Cannot I live or continue 
in Being One Moment without God ? 


Why 
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-from God ? And ſhall not all I have 
- and, Enjoy , be employed for God? How 
Surpaſſingly Vile and Incongruous 
-to Common Reaſon ,-mult then chat 
-be., * to employ God's Bleſſings and 
Favours to his Diſhonour. *Tis as if 
@/Friend ſhould lend me his Sword 
todetend me from my Enemy, and 
I fhould Sheath it in his own Bowels, 
Moſt Horrid Ingratitude ! and yet 
ſuch. is the Caſe of every Wilful 
and Obſtinare Sinner. Every Sin is 
a Vertual Murder of God, for in eve« 
ry ſuch AQ by the Language of Pra» 
Rice we ſay, We would not have God 
fo. be | becauſe he controuls us in our 
Will. Ask thy Soul then , us Sin # 
' Reaſonable or Unreaſonable thing ? 
Can | ſerve a better Lord and Maſier 
than my Maker ? Which had I better 
ſerve God or the Devil? ( | know of 
no Medium) Whether an Holy and Pi- 
0145 , or @ Debaucht and Wicked Life 
be the maſt Amiable * To att hike a 
Rational or a Brut Creature waſt be- 
coming * Whether is Heaven or Hell, 
the 


"Why then ſeals 1 live One Mement © 
. but to 2 Is all I bave and Enjoy 
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® the beft Hahitation to take up with. 
al for ax Eternal Abode? Sugcly | 
any. Rational Underſtanding ' need 
<& not. be long reſolving theſe and ſuch 
| like Queſtions, where there. is fo 
| Vaſt | 2 Diſproportion. Haying 
thus alarm'd thy Soul , and awak» 
| encd it , proeced yer further to make 
Enquiry , How the Caſe t#nds. with 
thy own Soul? Cll it tq an Account, 
Say, O my Soul, whence cone thou ? 
Who gave thee thy Being ? Where and 
What h, aſt thou been } what hai thos 
ſ done ? What. haſt thaw received? 
| 
' 


What Returns ha#t thou made ? What 
Improvements? What Laſs , or what 
Gain? Hew hath thy Time, thy 
Health, thy Strength , thy Reaſon 
ana Unae' landing , and nil the Fan 
culzies and Powers, with which thou 

| art entruſted , been employed ? Cat 
| up thy Receipts, Debs , Payments,, 
| ſce if thou cauſt cell what chou haſt 
> run upon the Score, Think how 
you will bc able co anſwer your Judge 

at the great -Tribdnal , what will 

be his Final Sentence; and take 

+ Vith you the Holz Seriprures , thar 
Book 


of Life , by which you mult he 


One (46) 
1: 
told you, Goi is a God bf all Per- 
fefion ," a God of Truth and Jaltice, 
as- well as Clemency arid Goodneſs ; 
wherefore, whateyer he hath de- 
clared in his Word, he will fulfil to 
a Tittle. The Wicked ſhall be turned 
into Hell, and all the Nations that 
forget God ; Pal, 9, 17. He'll pour 
out his Wrath upon the Heathen , and 
all the Families of 'the Earth , that 
call not on his Name ; Jer. 10. 25. 
And how mer» ſhould do otherwiſe 
than forger God , and negle& to 
call upon his Name , who will not 
Seriotiſly take Matters into Conft- 
deration , is undeterminable by Hu- 
mane ' Reaſon. Wherefore, rake 
theſe things now into your Confi- 
 deration. *Tis Infinicely b:trer ro 
to ſee and know thy Caſenow, then 
to pur ir off till the Day of Judge- 


menr, *Tis better to come to a Rec- 


- .koning now , then to ler ir alone 


till then. Now if thou haſt run upon 
'- *he Score more than thou art able 
- to pay , more than thou art worth, 

DE” or 


FL ; remember what harh beer. 


_ 


—— 


+. 


ri 


®: 


- 


”' - 


, 
6 .” 


I Sy 6 
© #* or all the World beſide ( 28no doubt 
but thou haſt- } yefnow £ hou miayſt, 
by Singere Repentance, and raith' 
,.in-our Lord Feſws , ſys.our and;ob-. 
' rain. a Pardon, but thou. cariſt not 
doir., when once thine Eyes are clo» 
ſed, and there is a Seperation made 
! berween thy Soul and Body ; E cleſ. : 
{| ©, lo, Thus in due Examination 
and expoſtulation with thy ownSoul. 
Thou: wilt. be (as it were. ).by hand 
lead, to fix upon ſome; choice , 
come to ſume purpoſe and Refolve.. 
\ You may ſec what the Prodigal 
did , when he came to himlſelt ,. 
1 that is, when he cail'd home his 
| Roving » Wandering thoughts, and 
falls upon a ſericus Treaty with his . 
| owntHeart, he ſoon came to this Re- 
ſolve. 1 will ariſe and go to my Fa» 
ther, [ now am in Want and Penuryy - 
I there ſhall be ſupply*d, this alſo if 
rightly proſecuted , will induce and 
Q "gage thee to do the ſame, and: | 
' Conſequently puts thee upon falling * 
in with that, which as a Second .. 
Stepto the Sccurity of thy Eternal © 
> Peace, I , by theCuigdance of Gods - 
Word , 
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vat 


Word , am lead 'to direR thee unto : 
Wherefore , 

(2 ) God expeQs , thou ſeeing 
thy Miſery;, wilt make Application 
tohim, requires it at thy Hand. '*Tis 
a ſma'l Faveur is not worth the Ark- 
ing. He ha h bidden you'agk, .and 
hath promis*d . you ſhall reeeccive. 
. He hath provided Pardon of Sin , 
| Juſtification, SanQification and E» 
ternat-\Lite'; and Glory for: you; 
but he hath laid it all up in his Son. 
And except: we goto bim for theſe 
Inyaluable Treatures ,' theſe beſtof 
bleſſigs, we ſhall never (have 
them , -and - {> ſhall be never. the 
berter for them , but much the 
worſe; becaule they will-be as fo 
many. Weights ro fink the Soul 
down to the bottom oft the bottom= 
leſs Pit. '$ce and conſider theſe 
Scriptures , Ija. 45.22. Mats 11. 27. 
John3.1+,15, 16. Rom. 6. 23- & $- 
32. 2 Pet. 1. 3. 1 John 5.11, Exk. 
36 ,-37. John 5. 40. & 6. 53. Luke 
12. 48, & 10. 15. Rom. 2.4, F- 
Heb. 2. 3, but have a care you go not 
forth by your own Skj{, or in your 

own 


own Strength, Many a Soul bath 


Exaltation,- The Spiris-ot God by 


hatically ſets fortb\..the Fully of 


uch 2a One , -v herefore when ,thy 


fore-mentioned Conſtderations , / as 


ditations hayc been \ſcrious; .Pſal 
294.3, & 119. .59y 60, 7hen think 


Religious - Dutzes , by jour own Skull, 
nd. Strexgth ; or that Will ,Skill:; 


< ana Strength you have already receiv« : 


a from God; but take the Advice al- 
ready gi\e1 , 21.d ticquently preis'd 
In'che Scriptere. Go 10 God by Prayer , 
ndSuppitcation, and g0:1 tne Nuwme of 


hat to pray jor as Yeu wight; Rem. 


ngs of the Spirit of God, lt you 
Pp will but ask iz , God hath promiſe 
d to give it ; Luke 11. 13. and 
W/uat may not # ogr Sour do , that 
ath the C vidance, aud Afliftance 
of 


& 
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ſpht ic ſelt upon: this Rock, of Celf-- 


the Lſ{almiſt, Pſah, 5.2: 7. very. Em- 


Soul is allarmed and :warmed by the : 


no doubt but ir- will be,, if thy Me+/ 


0! ts overcome your Corriuptions , Is. 
reſiſt your Temptations , ta perform: 


Fejtts. 4naj or as much as you know net, 


$. 26, beg rBC Aſliitance 4nd 1 cahe 1 
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6c. + (48) ; 
* of the Spirit of God, Doft thou. 
want Wiſdom , that ſearcheth rhe 
deep things of God, 1 Cor. 2, 10. 
That leads into all Truth ; John1 6. 13. 
and..conſequently , "out of all Er- 
rour. Doſt thou want an Heart to 
Duty. the Spirit of God ? (' by the 
Word ) Wil create a new Heart , 
" and renew a right Spirit within thee ; 
Ezek, 36.25 ,26, 27, Dolt thou 
-want Power and Strength to over- 

* comeSin?Vanquiſh Satan, run in the 
Way of Gods Commandments, This 
” Spirit will ſtrengthen chee, with 
might m thy inward Man; Epheſ. 3. 
16, Wherectore go, | ſay to God , 
by Sincere and Earneſt Prayer , and 
go Humbly and Senſibly , from the 
True Apprehenfions of thy own 
Wants and Miſery ; and be ſure you | 1 
. akin Faith, nothing wavering ; 2 
yy for Ve is Faithful that hath promiſ- tx, 
ed, andin ſo doing , he will nor, | 

+ he carnot deny you ; James 1.5, 
- 6. Heb. 10. 23.1 Cor, 1.20.1 John 
1.9. Yea, if thy Heare remains Un- 
believing , or thou art weak in thy 
Faith; pray $0 God to give thee 
" Faith, 
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| hard far God to do, fo in not 
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to efietig Faith; i = thet 4- 
ghinſft Oat; and as rocking ID 2 
10g. s 
he unwilling: to do chee good, his__ 
' Pover is nor larger than his Goods 
neſs , cor his Goodneſs than his Pow- ©; bh 
er ,»as hath been zlready ſhiwng * 
Facet go 1 with an; Holy Boldneſs 8 
ro the Threne of Grace for Gract-* 
b help yeu" im vow time and Caſe w 
Jour Need ; Heb. 1.15. avd info do» * 
ing , he expeAs hog requires , that 
you pro-ced to obſerve and tollow , 2 
@ what in the nexr Place is pro poſed * 
unto you, as that which lies on your [7 
Part todo, in order to ſecure your Bei 4 
ternal Happineſs , wherctore , \ 
( 2) God hath ordained: or is 
pointed as your In :di(penfable Duty ” 4 
in order to ſecure vour Erernal Peace 
and Happineſs , That you accept Wn, 
receive from kim , what you pray for 
and what he offers and tenders to you. s $ > 
above and beyond your exp tatugis and 
| deſires ; Pſal. $1.8,9,10, 1 138 
Bbc, Prov. 1. 3» 24 425. 10. Kt, 
oe 3» 4.5» 6, Oc & a el 
16. 33.& a 19, yy I. 12. James 
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1 46 5G 11-4 Ju.ix_nor moſt | 


apparently manifeſt , char no Man 
, echo ap of ſufficient Cup- 
plies provided. for him by his Maker, 
purchaſcd for him by his Redeemer ,, 
offered ento him by the. Holy Spirit 
his Santtifier. Doth not rhe Spirit 
and the Bride, ſay come, yea, to 
whemſoever will , let him come and 
Fake of the Water of Life freely ; Rev. | 
22,17. and can any Sober , Serious | 
and Thinking Mind, harbour ſuch 
a thought, as to imagine; that | 
Fither Father , Son , or Spirit , doth 
make offers of nore than they are a- 
ble or willing to give? Surely nor. | 
Ko , God in and by his Word, dee | 
Clares himſelf {o {olicitous to commu*« / 
»Cicarc of the good things of Heaven, ! 
Spiritual and Eternal Life and Hap. * 


©, pineſs , -to his needy and miſerable , 


| 
| 
- 


Creatures , that he fſtoops below the ? 
/ordinary Sphear and Mcthod of the } 
"moſt * Munificent and Bountiful of j 


— Mankind, in the Diſtribntion of 


*rbem ; Prov. 9. 1.to 6. Iſs.55.1, * 

2, 3- heats asif the Commodities 

of Heayen were @ Drug and Burthen | 
| ro 5 


—_ @ wy 6 ap Mo am rr a M'@ mM dS ira -czT oc .oioocacc ear ac a5 


| 


if 


| doth do ot this Kind , proceeds along 


(51) 


| 6 kim;-a6if the Bread und Wwter of * 


Life , 'or rhe. Banquet r\\'of (Hebven-, 
were'|like to be {poil'd fot'want- of 
Guelts, (Bur know ye, O ye 'Obfti- 
nate and Ungratetul. Sinners; theſe 
are.only moſt merciful- Condefcenchs 
ons in the'God of Heaven,” toiſpeak 
unt6.you in your own\DialeR ; that 
ſo ,"it by any means ;' he 2mayipre> 
vail upon you ,- to be Friends to'your 


 own' Sonls.;, and: nor” ſuffer! them. ro 


periſh . Ecernally-, ſeeing here in 
ſuch. Rich Provifion made 'by. the 
King -of Heaven 'tor you; !But if 
you* will chuſe Death".sather'- chan 


| Life; \Ecernal Miſcry , 'before' Erote 
| nal Happineſs, you ſhall: know one - 
| day toyour never ceafing' Confuſion 
! and Lamentation , that the « Blefingy 
. } of Heaven were no ſuch inconfitiera- 


ble things, as you eſteemed them vo _ 


} be. That God had no occafion4o tiave 
} been fo importune . and fqlicitous,, * 


toi/have-pur off the Commodirics of 
Heaven to you. No , whatſoever God - 


from the boundleſs compaſſion of his 
own Nature; being intinitely incli- 
2 


"(82) 


b- .Needy:Off- ſpring. Wherefore , whar | 
God, dortvor 'thig Kind , is.oiily:for 


| his Crecures good , he bach n6:.nced 


| ponent can they beany Advan- 

'- . tags ar Profic to. him: Nay no, He 
F- info: ivfincrely happy itbumfGIF; ther 

” Iridi the-Capacitigs of "this 


* , Creatures z-by all.they can go for or ; 
3 $g2jaſt him: , to: add to; or;dimie | 


"Bu niſk:angheHrom , i his. Efetigl Ghoy 


prudencly-caſt them away , or forge 


thee upow-any Perſon be i8nort for | 
- cating. .Pearla' ro Swine ).' Men * 
©. muſt{-as hath been already ſhewn ) \ 
;  Terurn to their Maker, -by the gxer- * 
|  Ciſe of thoſe Noble Endowments and * 
* Faculrics', which they have r:c:iv'd : 
of Grace-; they muſt conſider , res | 
pent., .rerurn , and humbly implore | 
> their Heavenly Father to be merciful | 
* unto them , and pardon their Sins, 
and reconcile them- uno Himſelf ia | 
his own Way, and on his own Terms ; * 
and having ſo done, they muſt nor | 


think 


" nedand wrojens'd ; ro/ : relieve! his | 


ty3-.5J06 225.238 35620, fl; &. | 
Vea, ;{ choice is God of his Heavorie | 
ly Treaſures , that be will not:ims * 


- 


; 
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(sz) 


> think the work is over, "No , they 


muſt wait at the-Gates 'or Poſts" of 
Wiftom-,' ts teceive the» Almes of 
Heaven. The Wind bloweth when and 
where it liſterh ; John 3, 8. and 2s eve. | 
ry Mariner mu't wait upon its motion 
( that ſtands in need thereof Jill iris 
fair for them , ſo muſt every Hea- 
ven-boand Soul , that would ſafely 
arrive in the Spiritual 'Cansan , 
( that Heavenly Countrey)) wait the 
ſweet moveing Gales of the Spirit of 
God blawing upon it ; and as ns Man 
ever waned a fair Wind ,at one tine * 
or other , to carry him to his de- 
fired Port ,. fo no Soul waiting on 
God ,' for the ſupplies of his Grace, 
ſhall ever want ſufficient for his Need, 
to carry him to Heaven; . but as the 
Wind will carry no Man to his de- 
figned Port , unleſs he be aQive, take 
the Opportunity , ard fer up his 


; Sails, &c, fo no more will the 
+ Gales of che Spirit of God , carry men 


to che Heavenly "Countrey , unleſs 


; theyfall in with rhe ſame, take the / 


Opportunity whiPft ic laſterh, re» 
ceiye and imbrace the ſame. Where- ; 
G2 fore 


(54) 
fore; be always in a Waiting ,Po- 
tyre !;-ro hear, what God:: ſhall ſay » 
and: xettves>what God ſhall give, 
pray g-andriJook afrer your prayers , 
pray; and warch unto Prayet ;i Pſal. 

_ $135: Epheſe,6c 18. Pray not: as ' if 

you \cared-+not - whether your! were 
hear or not , /nor be {o, regardleſy of 

\ your prayers, as if you [matter'd, 

nor: whether. they were ;an{wer'd or 

not. Do net, as ( it is to be feared ) 
roo many do, pray; for Sih-mortity- 
ing iaad/Renewing Grace, but with  ? 

(:2--fecrer reſerve , - 2x0; yet Lords 2s 

Auguſtine confeſſeth., he himfelf had 

uſed rodo, when Praying for the Gift 

of Continenay ) By which - means," 

God- is» niocked , and rhe Bleſſing.. 

when.it comes is rejeQed. i We pray: 

to be delivered from all [niquity , &c. 

and yer at&-ſoin Love with our Sing, 

or ſome one Darling Corruption, that 
qPrally ro depart there-from,, | we arc 
notwiling , we nouriſh and cheriſh | 

* the ſame in; our ' Boſe ,; and perpe- | 
trare and , proſecute the ſame in our * 
Lives; the which' repells or ' drives | 
back the Spirit of God trom the Soul. | 


For 


Q ai 


may, boy 


my > Wy 


— 


UM 


| DA Es; 
For *tis impoſſible any beJayed'; taf® 
lwed ; ' (cheriſhed , and” * reprat® 
ed' Sin, and the Spirit of 'God y 
ſhould dwell rogsther” in' gng ah che 
fame Soul ; Pſa. 5. 3: 8-68.18. 1/@; 
$9. 2. Heb.1, 135 2 Tim 2.16) "38 
that this leads me to the next, whiclh | 
is the Fourth * and co ; 
which I hall lay down, and all winch 
I conceive is abſolutely neceffiry faf | 
me to do; in order to give'full; pain, 

and fate  direQtions ,' as” ro” what - 
lies as an” Indifpenfible Duty * on e- 

very Son, and Daughter 0 Ati Pos 
to do on their Part , in order: t&'(t- 

cure their Eternal Happineſs , and 

the which lies within the eompaVi'ey 
their Power to do ( as they are reſto» 
red by Grace) and'the which daing, 
they ſhall infallibly obtrain«cheir d6- 
fired End, Wherefore , you miſt not 
only enter into a Treaty with yout 
own Souls, © by ſcrious and timely 
Conhderation ; and by.the inflience 
thereof , with the Blefips of Gai 
thereon, humbly return®unto your 
Maker by Sincere Application tþ 
him for'phatſcever he hath promife 
C 4 of 


"0599. 
FEE ExpeQarion hereot ; 5 yea ; uor 


= wy recave ( hum; 
if ly EY ) at. the Hanes of 


» Whatloever he of. big Grace 3 


Tab rg 
& Wirevp.n, and p! AE perform 
- Io .Departpre from every Int- 
| huity,, 2nd.a living ſoberly , righte- 
vuſly 6 and, Godlily MW this preſenx 
| Worle . 'by an 1atire and comp! ear 
cobog. n with, and attua) 1 1MPprove. 
&. t of all rhe Teachu Convin- 
| | \ Rx proving , 59d Afiing Op- 
ations of the Grace of God, by 
| bis Wor 5nd Spirit 4 ,or any, othcr 
F Method of his Provideuces. + Theſs 
Rgavenly Vihcaats and Friends \: you 
muſt noc only give them Entrance , 
t kindEntertuinment ; and that vor 
as Trafi-nc Gueks , , only for a 
{Night ahd- away ; bur as the moſt 
AR tion Loves , rc{oive ro live 
and die together , rake rheir Coun= 
| &|.. and Advice in ail things , and 
i yield 


bro! gh. his, Son , Forprgaeans to 


a2 nw mig Bali and. re? 1 
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whatever they propoſe unto. thee. | 
'Tis not ſufficient to have many Ta- 
lents., if we hide them in a Nephin 3 
no, every one muſt give an Account ' 
of himſelf ro God , and if weare nat 
good Stewards of the manifold 
Grace of God , which he here come 
municates to us, we ſhall be able to 
give but a yery ſad account of our 
ſelves to him , when all the ſecrets 
(as well as viſfibles) of men ſhall be. 
judged according to the Goſpel; 
ſeriouſly peruſe theſe Scriptures, Mah. . 
25. 14+ to the End, 1 Cor. 12. 7. 
1 Pet, 4. 10, Tit. 2.111, 12. Rot. 
2, 6. to the End, The whole Body 
of the Scriptures is filled with Coun- 
ſels, Exhortations, and Warni 
of this Nature, wherefore 
them diligently , and let them be as 
your Jnatimate Companions and 
Counſellors at all times; they are 
the Treaſury of all true and Heayen» 
ly Wiſdom , they are able by the 
Bleſſing of God upon them ( and that 
none ſhall wanc in the upright uſs 
of them ) ro, make every Son and. 
Cs D aughter 


' Danghter of Mankind wife urito Sal- 
vation: they are an IneftimableFew- 
* el ſent from Heaven , and as ſach ro 
be prized and improved by everyone, 
that either hath or can obtairi them- 
They need no Encomiums to win our 
Efteem ,' the Sublime Pleaſure , Pro- 
: ft and Honour, which rhey confer 
upon every ſerious and diligent Per 
uſer of them ; do infinitely ' and be= 
'yond all compare , declare the Ineſti- 
mable Value of them; wherefore I 
fay , make uſe of them- as ſuch}, in 
the whole Courſe of your Converſa- 
tion , cowards your God, your Neigh- 
©» Lour , and your Self ; and: eſpeci- 
ally for your help in all the fore-men- 
tioned Informations and Direftions, 
\ "Thus fincerely obſerving and prafti- 
cally performing the forcmentioned 
'Direhons, I dare be bold on Gods 
behalf , togive thee the Pledge of my 
own Sea! tor thine , that God will 1tm- 
" brace-thee in the Arms of his moſt 
"tender AﬀeRion , and Entitle thee 
m0, and Enrich thee with the beſt 
" and higheſt Bleſſings which God can 


give » or thy Foul receive ; for when- 


ON 
; ever any Soul thus heartily conſents”! 
toche Terms of the Coyenantof Gods 
"Grace , the Match is made, the Mays | 
riage Knoatis ty'd 7 thou art 'rhen 
entred into an Everlaſting Covenant 
with thy Maker : with Father , Son, 
and Spirit. '' Thou art become hig, 
and he thine. And this thy Friend), 
thy Father , thy Husband , willproye. 
faithful unto thee, to thy Death. 
He that hath compleated this Work 
in thy Soul to this Degree , will car- 
ry ir on until the Day of Chrift. 
Thou may'ſt be as ſure of Heaven 
and Happineſs, and Ecernal Weights 
of Glory , as thou art that God is 
true. He to whom thou art thus u.: 
nitcd , is both able and willing to dew 
fend thee, from all Injury and Harnt.. 
He that # on thy fide , is' greater, | 
than all that are or can riſe up @= 
gamft thes, So that every ſuch Soul; 
may Warrantably ſay , in the Eat 
guage of the Pſalmiſt , Jehovab'is 
my Shepherd , my Refuge and Strengthz 
I know , 1 ſhall want no good thing 
Pſal. 23. 1, 2. I will not fear * 
the' I walk through the Valley of the 
Shy 19 


ks om T%0 ) , 
Shadow of Death ;. the the Earth be 
Fewoved., and ihe Mountains carried 
£1160: the midſt of the Sea ; Pſal. 46. 
> # >2 43. Yca, tho? all the Men on 
Farth , and all the Devils in Hell, 
Id combine together , to de 
troy my Sow/, or dome any hurt, 
will | nor be ter rificd at them ; 
I. have the Word, yea Covenant 
Promiſe of an Almighty and all 
Faithful Being : One that neyer did, 
Never will, nur yet ever can break 
Cover ant with his People; Theretfure 
thy main and only Care mult be to 
keep Covenant with him, to keep 
our {lives io the Love of God , to 
hold faſt the beginning of your Cone 
F fidence fteadfaft unto the End ; for 
Perkeverarce, or holding aut ta the 
End , 1n.the Way of Picty andReli- 
gioa,is asablolurely and indiſpeofibly 
neceflary ro be performed on chyPart, 
in, order to thy Salvation , or the E- 
.rerval Securi:y and Peaceofthy Soul, 
ag is any of 'the fore-mentioncd Pax- 
eiculars, Faith is not more necelTi- 
"ry ro thy juſtification aud Peace with 
feed , , than cieveralice or Conrinu- 
og ance 


— 
— = O94: Vu oe — A. _—— CE 


© 26-0 


—_— _ ESD Ws 


ww a £A dw co Ae ww _ 4a *% HI AS 


Bras it. He TT oo wn i. "IRE, EP Shia CS Sg a a Bit 


- _ CO IE 
— rn. ar 


E mh, > tt 4. Rc 


©- 26-0; 


PS. i —— — = wei wide —< As 


| And what is indifpenſibly neceſſary 


. znto Salvation , by the Vote of 


 pofſible' for. the Soul , after a real. 


(6) 
ance and Growth cherein, is unto th} 

Salvation. The Scriptures & full of | 
Teſtimonies in Prodf hereef , I ſhallcit* 
8 few of them , 1 Chren. 23. 9. Jokn 
$. 31. & 15- 2, tO 9. AG 14. 23 
Col. 1.23. 1 Tim, 2.13, Heb. 3. 14- 
ET 10. 35', 36. K 12. , 13', I4 , IF» 


Word,mult nceds deciare thar a =] 

comeing ' ſhort therein ,, will” caute * 
the Soul to miſcarry to all Ecernity. 
*Tis granted on all hands, that 'tig 


and true Converſion , or Turning to 
God , yet to fall into many great, 
grievous , and enormous Sins .. and 
ſo to provoke God rhercby , as total- 
ly zo withdraw his Holy Spirit , ond 
with- hold the Light of his Countenancs 
from them; and thar living and dy- 
ing ia the ſame unrepented of , they 
mult inevicably periſh. But *cis que- 
ſtioned by (ume, whether 'tris po(1- 
ble, tor any truely converted and 
renewed by Grace, ſo to fin, as 78 
p'ovoke God totally to leave them to 
perih in thar Sins , by final Impent< 

rence 


0 


4 


' (82) 


Pence (nd Unbelief.. Wherefore eon- | 


ceiying it a Matter of great Concern , 
in the Exerciſtof & Chriſtian Life, to 
be rightly inftruQed herein , I'ſhall 
_ my . Conceptions already 
-Haid down , Part the iff. Page the 
, "6th. of this Book , Piz.. That 'tis poſſſ- 
Gle for a Perſon truly converted to God , 
'by and of his Grace, ſo to depart from 
bim by Unbelief, and other provoking 
Sins , as tocauſe God totally , and fir 
"nally" ro give them tp to the Capti» 
wity of Satan and their own Hearts 
© "Loſt ; ond Eternally to periſh in and 
For the mel Now before 1 — 
von any rart or [evera © 
tPrres Hs be td ar I eh 
| "endeavour to remoye Two main 
Stumbling Block) thic lic in the Way, 
very . much impeading or hindering 
many Perſons from the Cheerful Re+ 
ceprien of and clofing in with this 
Tritth of God, 
. * The fir is, ſome aſſert, That 
this Notion is @ leſs Peace-ful , and 


more Uncomfortable Doftrine, than \ 
'. bs that DoBrine that tells us ; That *tis | 
Impoſſible for any Soul , once really n ; 
: unite  B- 


_ \ dik. we = 


v. "WF 
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(63) 
uited | to Chriſt by "Faith , ever to ſt 
it ſelf out of Gods Favoout \, or by an) - 
means miſcarry, in reſpett to it; Eter* 
nal Happineſs. | A 

(2) Theyalledge , that this L4- 
fer Opinis hath a Greater Tendancy 
to draw forth the Soul in Love 3s God 
and Admiratjon of his Gudneſs , &&+ 
than thatiwe plead for. Now that theſe 
are only the Vain Imaginations of 
Man's Mind, or Deluſims of Satan to 
ſhipwrack che Souls of Men , I ſhall, I 
traft ; plainly diſcover.” wherefore to 
the fiirſt , "= 

( 1 ) Whatever Peace ,' or Com- 
fort, the DofFrine of © the Impoſſibility | 
of the Saints final Miſcarrying by Sin", 
affordeth more than that for which 
] plead ; it'is only ſuch & Comfort 
as men may have in the Way of Sis 
and Death , ſucha Peace as we find 
mentioned , Deut-29. 19, which is 
not true , being 'not the Peace of God 3 
Iſa. 48. 2:2. tor the ſame Nozien, 
that ' comforts ne , by telling me, 


that in the Way of Sin, I cannot 16-,, 


js or finally miſtary , will or m 


| afford me the ſame Comfort , whit! 


captiuared 


/ (64) 
| rind, . ond enſlaved , by Cor- 
| Ie x77 aud Temptation ; azit doth, 
PR I keep cloſe to God , in the 
| Way of Fait Fg and Obedbence ; if not, 
" whar berterneſs , or what more Peace= 
ful and C table DoFrme is ity 
* . than that we hold; for ve, believe 
and teach , - that in the Way 0 of 
| Rightequſmeſs (i- e.) Faith , Hope 
and_ Live; there is 00 poſſibility of 
miſcerr;ing » and (s no diſcomfort. 
( 2 )* ſis moft apparent, chat the 
Principal Cauſe of that Breach , that 
-u in the Peace of Gods i -hildren, 
ariſeth , either by their being Inafrue 
in ſome Grace , Remiſi in ſome Duty , 
or Indulgent t0 ſome Corruption ; wheres 
' fore that Potirine , that hath rhe 
GreateſtTendency to reduce che Saints 
.of God, ta {uch a Courſe 'of living 
in any kind, muſt needs be the leſs 


| 


. (ne and wolt Uncomfo-table De- 
frrane ; 2nd that ſuch is che Genius 0 


/ that Notion we oppole , is moſt viſts way 


ble to every Unprejudiced Mind, 


am 


ke: 3.) Notliing is more evident | wiſe, 
than that that DoQ-ine,, nor only &w, 


leads to Sy and Apeſtacy , bur my this 


(65) ; | 
| Yiſe involves many 6; Poor Shu ,jim" 


> | quercome þy Temptation , Or grows 
»| ing Ccld and Lite-leſs, in the Thing) 
y 


are too prone unto.. This Notion ſos 

crerly thus treats. the. Sowl, Surely my: 
f Profeſſion « nothing , 1 aw none of the, 
2 Ek , if I were , I ſhould not live as I: 
1 40,00 as 1 have dons ; and {o tends. to 
ti driverhe Soul wholly from God , and bis 
1 Ways , and hath cauſed ſome to wiſh 
FI themſetuves in Hell , that they might 


i» know the worſt of their Miſery ; ang,” 


ve] likewiſe provekea them to put an ute 
+} timely End unto thar. Days. 5s 
©] . (4 ) Nothing is morcevident than 
hef that there is few of the Pretenders ta 
#51 this DoQrine, that can in their moſk 
DS] ſerious and retired thoughts , tell 
els] their own Souls] am [0 ſure of my En 
Jo- lettion » Vacation , and Adoption, that 
OUh for my part , I never fear falling a: 
fi way ; tor if I do fall into Sim, yet T 
am ſure ', I ſhall not, 1 cannor 


it 
oly$ few. or none, that have arriycd to 
keJrthis Cor.fidence ,- what goog can this 
wiſ Du&rine 


deep Diflreſs and, Deſgoir ; for -being; | 


| of God, as the.bclt of. Gods Children * 


miſcarry therein, - Now if there be + 


"4 


| (66) 
D6&rti6 d& therh ?: For cerrainily ( if 
ue ," jet? it eat do none any good, 
but fuch as-can "afply. it mmto theme 
"Ty ) We'are not'to/ jadge of the 


truth'of anyDofirime,by theComfortas | 


' Vleneſs of it { eſpecially when it ſpeaks 
Comfort to Perſons "iff a Way of Sit) 
but by the Afﬀurance we have of its 

Foundation in the Word of God.- Sup- 
| e Oneſhould come and Preach this 


&rine, That *God will ſave all | 


en without Exception, Sinners #s 
well as Saints , and that 'the Saints 
Wo #: trutly and a5 highly pleaſe God"; 
in their Rebellion againſt him, as iv 
the Way of their Duty. This Db+ 

Qrine muſt needs be very Pleaſing and 
'  Comfartable to our Corrupt Nature ; 
\ but would | any therefore imbrace it, 
Nay,” I am perſwaded , ſhould God 
ſend an Foy ad from Reaven ; "with 


wch a Meſſage as this , to any tri 


;hildef God',# am! come to tell thet, 
if thou pleaſeſt God will now en 
ter into ſuch a Covenant 'with 'rhee 
'that he will 'make ſure thy Etern 
*$#fuation t they tho' thou livef 


eG, 
n 
-_ 


"* [1 


| in never ſuch - Rebellion and Diſebeds- 


(6) 


ence againſt him z fulfil chei Deſires of * * 
the Fleſh and'of the:Mina;; © grati-' 
fic the Devil and his-: Temptations. 1 


ſa , 1 am. perſwaded no Child of. God: 


would dare acccept of ſuch '#n Offcr|z\ 
but would rather ſay, Nw Lord Þ. 
defire not Heawen', but'in the Way 
of Faith 'and | Holineſs , '1 '!defire not 
thy Love; but in the Way-of Love 
and Obedience to thee. Haw then can 


- we admire and eſponſefuch a Do- 


Qrine or:Decree , which had we been 
at the making of, 'we would have” 
rejeQcd, as unbecoming- the Perfet#i- 
on of Gods Nature , nnd as no ways 
ſertable'to the New Nature he hath 
created in us by his {Word and Spirit. 
. 6::{t muſt needs be difhonourable 
to God, to go out of tho-way and me+ 
thod of his own appeinizent' ,for any 
imcour agement or conſolation, to heark» 
en to-4 Spirit of Errour * and Delu- 
fron , ro encreaſe 'our Comforts , or 
ſupply the Wants of our inward * 
Man : Yet ſuch I conceive the No- 
tion pleaded againſt 5; wilt be ſuffici- | 
cacly demonſtrated to be. | 

(7.) The 


{s) 
-$7')The blefles.'Higel; contimne | 
* the Fatourirerof God ': in a; Wayiofs 
| Peric& Holineſs and Intire Obedis: 
| ence , yet E:fuppoſe none dareima-! 
| Be. thar their 'Condition is ever the 
leſs Comfertable , becuuic no Mlow- 
' Aces giver them in the leaſt, 19/ 
prevaricate: from the 'Law of © their 
Creator. Yea, arc obliged\to. an 
Uniform , Conflant , and Intive' O-" 
bedtence , upon the Forfeiture of their: 
Eternal Happineſs: | 
' I ſhall now briefly take notice'of 
| the Second Conſideration to wit”, 
that the contrary Net:ox is ſuppoſed 
to have a greater Influence upon the 
| Soul, tocngage it to love God , and* 
| admire his Goddneſs , &c. 
| © Reply, (1') As hath been noted , 
God will efteemi that no Real Admi- 
| ration of this: Grace , which ſuppoſeth 
| him a Lover. .& Favourer of Sinners 
in'\their Sis 3 for indeed , it is an Ad- 
mirivg of that which is not ; and ſa 
| Creating 4 Falſe idea of God in our 
, Underſtuudings, which 5s Grols and 
| EImpious ; for 't# # changing the Glo« 
ry f rhe p__— God, into an 
| Image 


| 
| 
| 


-4; 
— 
o 


TEST ESTI RRTTS 


hs Ee cal bo —_ 
h 38 not only highly di 
.| ue mightily provoking Fo te Eyes 


{| ſon,. oe: fove (ang admite them ere 


" (@) © 


| 0 Glory. But; { - 

(2): This DoQtrine is fo far from | 
$44: the Glory of. Goa , that'ir 
ſuppoſech him to -:u@) 3below- that 
Prudence he  bath<imparted unto 
hisCreat&re. For 2400 RarimalUn 
aerftanding, whether Pare or Friend ; 
will promiſe/ Love 'or-Favedy to dny 
Child or Perſon, let them (behave 
themſelves ' as chey'(-will againſt 
them ; ſo ne One conſiderate and 
enlighrened Mind, would feally com- 
mend ſuch «4 Diſpoſition in any Pers. - 


The better for it , Were it to be \ 
four .in any Mortal. 

(-3'). This* Notion cannot - have * 
greater. influence upon the Fowl ,/ to 
draw (forth its Love to God , than 
that we plead for; becauſe rhe Ar- 
gument ot the former 15s not ſa Strong 
and Powertul , as is that of rhe La- 
fer Notion ; for every enlig hrened 
underſtanding : doth readily appre> 
hend, chat every Aion and Thing , is 


| ; when renewed ; or why do net Menifters 


(79) 
fo much-ghemere defircable -anfl 
ENforcir rec aby.bow mach tbe greater 
yaes Ghai 8p pear ta depend upon. 
that ſhall perſwade me; t6;) love 
ſexxe,or dtpend.uporſuch a Bevſap or 
Priend;, hegauſe, iy ſo,doingi,kihall 


F| find bim.s Loung and faithful\Brigial 


BIro me, joys Me under a greater 
Qthgatien. thereunto'; than. he that 
ſhall tellome-thar he will Jove.me ne- 
yerthelels., -wherber OY * love 
him, or not; 1-44 

11 (4) It Gach, # Notion hank any 
+ ſuch proper, convincing, and enga- 
” ging Natwe.in it , as Powerfully:to 
perlwade the Sewl.to loye God. What 
Reaſon oan be given , Why God hath 
not revealed thu Truth to Sinners , as 
well as Saints ; #0. men Carnal, '''as 


bf Preach this Comfurtable and Engaging 
' Dettrine torhem ; ejpeciolly ſeeing this 
DoBtrine' is more properly pdapted to 
men in ſuch a Condition , than to men, 
| whoſe minds are ſantlisfied by the Blood 
of Jeſus. This Doftrinc as hath been 


_— 


already ſhewed , hach no Reliſh or 
Sayour to their Spixitual Palates. 
Well, 


2 21 D922; mm 


£0 


none 


ary Peace , and Comfort, on. that Account. 


(719 f 
ell , byt- ſome, are afighted. at 3 
” Dodtine ,* tO Wit , the poſſibil ba 
ty of a true -Be fallin | 
becauſe of e Napd my EL 
9, therg.i is in pf x3; ſe 
gagph of anger 0 SF Las, rf 
ore xemoye this, Sale he oy 
ar + by-,doing theſe Two things, 
Firſt, Make it appear that that Do: 
Arine , that ſuppoſerb 4 poſſibility 'o 
@ Total and Final Periſhing , is the 
moſt ſafe and ſureſt DoRring,, . Se- 
caualy , That no; true Believer, \is 1n 
any. ſuch pofſibilezy of Falling ; as that. 
any "need to diſturb , his Spiritual 


Firft , The,Doftrine: that, ſuppo- 
ſeth a Poſſibility of Falling ( as betgre- 
Noted ) 15 the ſafeſt, 65, becauſe we © 
all grant @ Poſſi biliry of our being un- 
dr. & Miftake in the Mattersot our * 
Faith ; we do nut pretend to Infel 
likity. And One would. think, 
no one ſhould be over confident here- 
in , that ſhall conſider the , many *' 
Warnings and Cautions God hath 
given in his Word , to preſerve Men 
trom Falling ; and the many Exam 
. ples, 


8s 4 ” (52) ©; 
ewe hive in" Scripture _ dnd 
/ Eommon Experience , ' of choſe that 
[Bay fo-fallen. So then, ſuppoſing bur | v: 
7 S101: YT bo” TL : 

7. fit ity of a Miſtake, in our Notion ' y 
- Ei this Fccount ; that Defrine' muſt F {p 
WS. ds be the fafeſt'; which ſuppoleth | o 
” & Believer may fo Sin as to fall , and 
d rc for no Rational Underfavd- 


” Ing can deny , bit where there is 4 
"Real Danger, the Knowledge and 
Belief thereof,” "is more probable to 
prevent it, than a Total Ignorance of 
| the ſame. He thar ſhall know , that 
in ſuch # Way there is # Dangero:d 
Pit , into which he may fall ,* if he {| 
take not good heed ; certainly J 1 
- is in leſs danger of falling in 
 rhereunto,, than he that doth nat 
now , or will not believe, there 
is #ny ſuch in the Way. 'Tis 
| food tobe ſure, is a Good Pro- | 
werb , and therefare we add, faſt | 
bind ond faſt find. If wedo bur ſuf. } q 
p:R '2 Danger it producerth Care, | 
whether it be rcal or no; and where 
- there is but a bare poſſibility of Dan- 
ger , 'tis good to be on rhe ſafeſt 
fide ; ſothat ſuppoſe our Notion bg # 
falle ; | 


LJ] 


» * 
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4 eternal Cauſe of Grief and Sor 
D 


(n) 


Falſe, wiz. TH 4 . 0m 


may in it-ſelf out 'of God's Fas F | 
vour, and fo periſh, .cternally © 


yet it can do us. no harm in re- 
{pet tq our eternal Condition,cur 
miſapprebenfions ef . God. cannot, 
make any alteration in his-De- 
cree., But on the other band; if 
ſo be, after. that we have . beer 
once enlightened and have tafted 
of the Heavenly:Gift, and been 
made Partakers of. the Holy Spin: 
rit, Oc... if we ſhall 'adventure' 


| in the way of Sin, on a belief 


qbat we cannor thereby miſcarry, 

in reſpe& to the eternal concerns 
of our Souls, and. fo gs on, and 
add Sin to Sin, till our Iniquicies 
provoke God to cut us'off there=, 
in, and he fwear in his Wreaths 
we ſhall never enter mto. his ' Reff, 


} Our Opinion of a non- peſſibility) 


of Miſcarrying, .will be: of , no 


{crvice or benefit to .us at-that 


day,when all the Earth ſhall be 
dged according” to the Goſpel, 
ut_will adminifter; infinite and 


row - 


WT; 


"i 


14' 

fow tows, in ſhac we hearken- 
«to ſuch a/Driufiany - And chat 
tqp{ raany Bovls have been by thif 
Device: of Sitano Jull'd lee 
in/Sin, as never:to awake thener; 
till they have found rhefmſelves 
vevekably ſunk-in/Eternal Miſc 
fy; lisa Subjett that! ecſcrves" #15 
tderimatterof Lamentation-and 
Grief, tha the leaſt Hefiratiort 
or. Doubr:; ;\ bur; 

2dly, ; Our 'Opinion is the 
ifeſt DoAtririe on the Account of 
our preſeat Epitirual Comfort and 
Peace, for all our differing mind 
£d- Brethren .grant-, Men' may 
fin away thetr Comforts and E- 
widences” for Heaven, cauſe God 
to hide his Face, '&c. wherefors 
then tbat DoQtrine which is moſt 
properly, ['aWapted to prevent'a 


Beijevers falling inro Sin; muſt | 


neerds be the moſt ſafe and fits 
Qual, - to preſerve. the' Soul 
Spiritual Peace and Joy, an@tHar 
our Doctrine of the dangerous 
Nature of 'Sin,, | is more proper + 
ly io aGapicd; hath been +bctore 


ſhewed | 


AM. 


059) | 
teved 3 bar furcher \- Oar Dos 
&tine- iy no fach frightful Levis- 
than (apſome imagine). ahar 'it 
muſt-niecds diſtarb the Pexce and 
\Quiet- 6f- the Soul of any rue 
*Chriſtian : - For, | 
(t 5 *?Txs cerrain' thens 152 

great "abut of difference berween 
a nicer- poſſibility, and; ariemi- 
| nent danger; 2 thing may polhbly 

; | be; whichyet wearemor unemi- 
; | nent-dangerof,' nor'dowediveiin 
| | continual dread and: fear/inour 
| mind»abour. + We' may poſſibly 
be. drown'd; or cotne' to fome 
: | fuddemDearth; 'or by laying . vio- 
+ | Tenthands on our ſelyes,. deprive 
g | our ſelves 'of Life, yer-this.admi> 
It Niſtors «no ngteey or trouble of 
a 
ﬀ 
- 
mn 


\nitng to--well regulated Under» 
fandings ; ſo thar rhv* we: hold 
2 puſlibility of ſi _ 7 and. falling 
away, 'yet'we likewiſe hotd! we 
are-it! no emment danger ſo todo, 
weare-guarded trom any tcrvale: 
or flaviſh-Fears'on- this account, | 
6} If the faithtul Promiſe of -an : of 
4 T, Almighty and Immutable .Guds 4 
2 


»an 
Co bs 


0 oY OBE; 4 149 47 
| 08) _ 
--$ God that caimit lie 5 We know 
and may improvethis knowledge, | | 
rhaf weare as ſure zhd ſafe for | t 
| Heayeny as if we were. there al- | 3 
ready, -in caſe we do nat wittully 
run away trom God, - ard; chuſe] ( 
oir own DeſtruQion,” if weraft] Þ 
ber according to. the. Principles | d 
of:that Divine Nature thas is in- | c 
dwelling -in us,” we may in. an |. » 
boly'Triamph and full Aﬀfurance | 4 
of. Faith, [ing fuch a Requiem | cc 
unto-bur Souls, as did _the--/hpo- | G 
fitle.Rom; 8:3 1.1 477 perſwaded that | w 
neithi» Death nor. Lift, -nor'\ Au» Þ wi 
gelr, wor /Principalities, (hor; Pop | to 
ers; mor things preſent, nor things | fo 
to come; 'nor:heighth nor defith ner | he 
. any dtber. Creature, ſhall be wble.'ty | an 
ſeparate ra from the Love: of God | 12: 
that is in Chrift Jeſus. Yet not-'} Pf: 
nr we ought wicki him | fe 
tor keep under our Body, ::and | 4g: 
bring ic jnto ſubjcRion, leaft thary/a7, 
by any means (tho* we have beenfF tor 
' never; ſo inſtrumental to ſave 0 
thers) we” our ſclves ſhould be. 
come - caft-aways, 1 C0r. 9, 25, 
*Tis 


: 


6 


Mi 


iS 


(5) 


in the World for 2 Child of God 
to live under perplexing Fears 
and Doubrs, Pſal. 42. 5. 11. It 
rgues 'we do nor believe that 
Gud whom we own and ſerve, to 
be 2s good! as his word 3 if we 
did, -and liv'd in the lively Fyxer- 
cife thereof, we might always 
with joy draw water out of thus 
Will of Salvatim. We might 
continually make our boaſt ia 
God, and ſay, God is on our fide, 
who can be agamſi ts ; that is, 
who cat harm us ; He'll be @ Sui 
ta comfort 115, and # ſhield to ae- 
fend  ; | He'll give 9 Grace 
here, and Glory , Immortality, 
and Eternal 'Life hereafter , 11a. 
12. 3. Pal, $3.8. Rom, $. 3I. 
Pfal. 84. it. Wherefore I'le "not 
fear what Men or Devils can do 
againſt me. 1 might bere en- 


large, bur I forbear, wheres ' 


tore, ' 
(2.) Our DoArin2 of a po(M1-- 


bility 'of "falling from Grace , 


| D 3 frightfuj 


*Fis the moſt unreaſonable thitg 


a. | hath not any! thing terrible or? 


= 


(#) 


Fear of . Gcd and care. of our 
Souls be 2. terrible and frightful 


thing; which if it be ſo, we may, . 


agd ought to Pray to be mprg and 
mere - poficficd with ſuch: Fears 
and Terrors; for we can have no 
ground to be afraid -of the ,Do- 
&rine,' unleſs we have a mind ro 
baftarleſs of God, and. careleſs 
obtour Souls, Hethac' ſhall de: 
ſtze-logg: Life, andpurely out of 
lovg;gowlaite.ir felt, would, not 'c- 
ſagem... his Life ere - .the, more 
burgheaſome, in caſe God ſhould 
granthima Leaſc thereot tor a 
Thonfand,. Years, and yer: with 
thislimication, that he would not 
wilfully.. deſtroy himſelf, by 
thruitiog, a Sword inro [his own 
Bqwels.;; leaping down- . ſome 
bigh Pinacle, or the like ;. but in 
caſe he-were deſirous not only of 
the-Secygicy of his Lite, but ex» 
travagantly co ſhew deſperate 
Tricks; without fear gr. danger, 
as 10 lcap into ®iery Furnaces, or 
Caldrons of boylng Lead; run 

RET | in:'o 


frightful/in /it,, unleſs the true |, 


” 


/ 


WRIT 5. 1 ENCE ts 
into the mouthof Lyons, or live 
without the ule. oe Food, Sleep, 
or Rayment, then indeed ang- 
ther Kind of grant or. leaſe were 
neceſſary for, him. In like'man- 
ner,he thar ſhall tiogly defire.che 
Erernal Secuyity and Life of hig 
Soul, . is ſufficiencly confirmed 
therein, and, guarded from all 
diſquieting Fears.and Terrors, by 
ſach a conditional Promiſe madg 
wnto him by, God, as that it 
ſhall certainly be | his Portion, 
provided he will not- deſpcrarely 
run upon the boſſ:s of.. God's 
Buckler ; will not leap down 
from 'the Pallace | of Life, -intq 
the Chambers. or Dungeon of 
Death, &c.., But if he. ſhould 
moreover defire 2 liberty to let 
the Reins of his. Fleſh looſe, to 
fall in with-Satan and. the Chil- 
dren of his. Kingdom, to fight 
under his. Bazner , againſt the 
God . of Heaven, -&c, then, in- 
deed. ſuch an ablolute Decree fon 
his Salvation, againſt all jnter. 


vention and oppoſition wharſotver, 
'D 


4 las 


F- {$) 
| (as. is by our Opponents fancied) 
were much better accommodated, 
yea abſolutely ' neceſſary in his 
caſe, © But as rd Child of God 
an ly defire any ſuch 
all or his Nawcnly Fa- 
ther,' ſo 'tis as impoſſible that 
God ſhould make any ſuch 
grant to any of his Children ; 
for What God' decreed to do, 
may be lawfully pray'd for at 


- 


His hands ; but, | 

5 (3.) That” Do&rine muſt 
needs be moſt frightful and' dif. 
afeQing, if weighed in the bal- 
lance of [an unprejudic'd .and 
" thinking Mind, which ſuppoſeth 
an impoſſibility "for perſons to 
Fin themſelves 'out' of God's Fa. 
vour, becaule it ſecretly gives 
liberty, if nor enticech the Soul 
unto fin ; and Scriptiire, and 
Expericnce 2ſfſures, fin is the orie 
gina] and fountain of all Miſery; 
nothing - ſo' formidable - or 
' righetul as fin z yea nothing 
freally frightful or prejudicial, 
ut'gs it becomes ſo by meang 
FEE Rs - x. \ thereof. 


Pe then ſuch ſmooth and bewirch= 


(2r) | 
thereof, .. Death... which is- the 
King of Terrors, , yet hath 10s 
thing Terrible or Frightful inar, 
but what our Sins.have.madeſo, 
Now the Notion winch we plead 
for,'is moſt clearly and powerfully 
adapted, to the bridling of Cor- 
ruption , . to the beating down 
our Bodies, to beget in the Soul 
an hatred to, and a continual 
War againſt all the remainders 
of Sin, and Aſſaults of Tempta- 


tion, is viſible to every rational Þ 


Mind. Arenet ſuch Cautions as 
theſe'more likely to baniſh Sin 
out of rhe dominjon of the Soul ; 
. « Take heed , Brethrew , left their 
be in any of you an evil Heart of 
Unbelief, in departing from the 
Living God , leſt ye be hardened 
by the Deceitfulneſs of Sin , left ſin- 
ning wilfully after ye have received 
the knowledge of the Truth, there 
remain no more ſacrtfice for ſin, no- 
thing but a fearful looking for of 
Judgment, and fiery Indignation, 
that thall devour the Adverſaries, 


ing 


(8: ) 
ing bangua ag'this', Cher up, 7 
Soul, brt NE hs's Mak of Chri 14 | 
him is Comfort for thee fa can y , 
neter fin thy ſelf out of his Favour; & 
He Loves thae as truly and fully the” 
then commit never ſo many and | 
great Sins, as he would in caſe thou | 
livedft the Life of the moſt Vertuous 
and Pions Chriſtian, Which Do- 
Arine is moſt to'be regarded,rhar 
which we fiad recordeg in the Sa+ 
gee Sriptutes, which are the Di- 
Rates of Ercrnal Verity, or thoſ: 
which only we hear tfofh the Lips 
and Pens of fallible Mortals. God 
in his Word' is not 'yea and nay, 
** Another *Obſtrration to the 
Truth pleaded for; Is, a miſunder- 
ſtanding of Scripture Promiſes, ta- 
kinig thoſe for abſolute and uncondi- 
tional, which are net ſo. For nothing 
being more frequent than for the 
Eord'in his Word to make his Pro- 
miſes abſolute, and without ary 
condition expreÞ whoen,yet a con- 
edition muſt be implicd ; as ror in» 
ſtance,ourSavior faith, Mar.10.32, 
$3-He that confeſſeth me before Men, 


bim 


RL”, 713 | 
lim. will 1 confeſs-before my Father 
f 


nhich is in Heaven;and he that de- 
neth me before Men, im will 1 de- 
ny bepre my Father which is in 
Heavea : now both Promiſe” and 
Threatting are abſolute,and with- 
our anzex prelt condition 3 yet now 
thing ismore evidentithawthu a! 
conditionmuſt be impliedin them,” 
(viz. their perſeuering in_eicher 
ſtate und the end) for. Judgs.cons; 
teſf:d Chriſt before Meny yer will 
nor Chrit confeſs him before-his 
Farher, tzcauſe he contmucd noc 
to coat:{4him. co the Dearh. ,, 1n 
like manne Peter denied Chriſt. be» 
fore Men, yr will not Chriſt deny 
him. beforehis Father in” Heaven, 
becauſe he.cid not perfiſt or pre- 
ſcy:re to tie end in, denying of; 
himn': So hat whenever God 
makes -proniſe of 'Eternal 'Life 
and Bleſſings into Men, or threat-. 
ens then with Ecer1al, Death, we 
are always tounlerſtand,God' includes 
and. intends therein, their continuance 
and. perſeverance in ſach ſtare unto the 
Death z For it the end always that 
Crowns the. Attion ; "tis as the Tree falleth 
toat i 4461; "ris nat what We _ 


—;." 
but what we are when Judgroetir finds 
ts. The Thief on the Croft remained's 
vile finer; and (o a bate wretch 
until his dyibg hour ; \ but leavirg this 
World a Penitent, was inameaately 
tranſmitted into Paradice, and came 
by Os Veſſel of Eleftion an! Heir 
+ Glory,L«k.23.43. So likewſe that 
ſervant of Chriſt, and therebyHeir of 
Glary,.. that after a long time(pent jn 
the Vineyard ofhis Lord, ſhallturn an 
evil one, and ſay in his heart, hs Lord 


delayeth by ciming, and begin t' ſmite by . 


Jellow-ſervams, and to eat and rink with 
the Drunken;tbe Lord of that ſevant ſhall 
rome 1n 4 day when he looketh nt for h1m, 
and ſhall cut bim aſunder,and apoint him 
his portion with the Hypocrites, there ſhall 
be weeping and gnaſhing of teth,Mat.2 4. 
48,49,&c.  rhat we are roanderſtand 
all the Promiſes and Thratnings of, 
God in Scripture,according to that plain 
and poſitive Light and Gude , which 
hath given to us'\, When I ſay to 
the Righteous he ſhall ſurely ive. Thar 
\ 15 45 much as if God ſhoud ſay, Tho' 
I make my Promiſe neve {o abſolute 
expreſs, and withour all :ondition, yer 
yemuſt always underſtaid a condition 
15 intended; and to be mderftood in 
them, For if that Rightow Man turn 
rom bn Rizhteouſneſ,and :ommit Iniqui- 
Y, &e. all bis Righteouſneſs ſpall not be 
e4'; but for by Iniquity that he 
hath commiltted, he ſhall die for it : © 
&.4; when 


(8s) . 
when God ſays to the Wicked, He ſhall 
ſurely dig, yet if he tan from bn Wikd- 
neſe, 4nd do that win? # lamfnd and 
vicht, be ſhall -r*{y live, Execk. 23.18 
to 20.,N-+, that the Scxipture ſpeaks here 
efcuch as are real Godly,and realWick- 
ed, of Eternal Life,and Eternal Death, 
were not Men perverſe and wilfully 
blind; the -whole Text and Context 
is ſo plain; that it will admit of no ra- 
tional contradiQion. I. not | the 
Wicked plainly oppoſed. '.unto- the 
Righteous ? Will God fay to. any 
one, bur one truly, Righteous, with a 
well. pleaſed Righrequſneſs in the 
fight of God , - he ſhall ſurely live ? 
This would contradi& the whole drift 
and. body of Scriptures, and would 
render God inconſiftapt with, , and di- 

ided againſt himſelf, -and that this 
muſt -intend,eternal Life; is evident, 
pra tis of fach a Life and Dearh 
he is here ſpeaking , as, will ap 
if it: þe minded, - thas be. faith 
ro.uhe rerurning fioner , | He ſhall. live, 
he ſhall not. die.z. the which muſt ..re- 
ſpe a ffiritual and erernal Life and 
Death, becauſe no Man whether -Righ+ 
tcous.or Wicked, is exempted from a 
natural and remporal Life and Death , 
and this interpretation is fully. evinc'd 
by the Prophet , Jer. 18. 7, 8, 9, 10- 
to which I, refer the Reader, and beg 
him yer further to eafider , That the 
Promiſes of God arc every whit as _ 

' 2 


” 


( 86) 
and exyreſ7 toFreſerve his People from 
all fit, -a>they are to give them erer- 


dren (Experience as well as Sctiprure 
teſtifies) - have fallen into many 'grols 
and'foul” Tniquities', yer nnſt we'nor 
charge God exther with their 'fins, nor 
with breach of Promiſe, becauſe how- 
ever 'abſolure his Promiſe was to therh, 
yet a"toriftition was implied in ir, viz. 
their perforitiing rhat part of their 
Duty,” which' was obligatory oh ther), 
in ordey”*rhereunto ;* God performed ; 
doth and will perform his part («s hach 
bethſhewn already) not only in rut- 
ing them'from 'fin roriphreoulneb,but 
in” keeping'them if the way" rheteor 
unto the &1d' ; '{o thar none of thier 
Foot-Reps1ſhall fide, if they continue 
_ tolive by Faith upon, -and in-the* uſe 
© of the* mars” preſcribed by him, im 
order thereunto. © $6 that as Men, * (or 
as'a True Believer)'may fin; thit is, 
willingly ard wickedly depart from 
God,” notwithſtanding the Promife -of 
God to the contrary ; ſo likewiſe they 
a 6 ab 1 in and by their fin,” nor- 
withſtanding all the -affirances' God 
hath madeof riving Erernal Life unto 
them. Tn-Ferrher proof of this Trett, 
I hall vrge a few Confidetations, and 
{d conelude, 


Con, I o 


A#) 


Cops: 1, Mew may make Shpwrackf 
Faith, and @ geogl Conſcience, 1 Tv. 1 


19. have jt, overthrown, 2 Tim.2..14 


2. Mqn,; enl;ghtened by Grace, ' twſter 
of the Hegvemly Gift, and of the: Word. « 
God, and Pewers of the World to: come 
part akeys of. the : Hely Spiryp, clean efcajie 
from the pollatrops of the Wirid, thre” the 
knewledge of Jeſus Clriſts being 'S anttt- 
fied by Yhe.: Blagd of ' the Covenant, Ke. 
(The bigheſt -and., trueſt Chrrafter: 
that are auy., where given of true:"Be- 
lievers:in $cripture,) Theſe may fat 
«way av ;fing.; 9 thar degree; / Tha 
there 13 no yeneying them-agam: (to; BR 
pentance's (nahurig.to be: 1ook'd for: 
them, but Aafearful aud fiery Indinme- 
en, Their-latter end will be worſe: yth 
them then they begining , 2 Pet, eB, 
I 9, 20; ' Web($/ 45 546, -i and) 6. 
26, 27, 28, 397 xn $8 

(2.), Whesfoever the Scripture ſip» 
poleth- ro be, may poſhbly. bes. Now 
ris plain 4. - the. Scriprure [ſupport 
True \Bghexer wey fall away: g1d-P& 
riſh, (1,)-Becauſathe Apoſtle Geaking 
of, hint ang to other. True Believers, 
Heb..tov 19. to,29, fairh, Yvan fin - 
wilfully,j Kc. .,(2,) The Promifegarnll 
Threatnings ,Wiich God hath-/ made 
to,) gr, CONE; True Believers 
caſe they conrinut, Ir connnue not un- 
ro the-erid (> lainly 'lreaks a poti- 
bility, of rherifall and ram; - 4x God 
fers not- up meer Nulities tO - afrtypa 
or 


ne (v1? £ i 
4+ 13. \Jolm 8, 51, - Rem, 11. 21, 22, 
"7) Tho CES ns , 

4.) The! tenour 0 

———_—_ hath been in 
rick }* viz. To rob God of his- 4 

Glory in many, if notin moſt of his' 
as Wiſdom, Truth, 


Y 
ve lead for, hath ro advance» all the 
of -God's Nature in the 
Saab; and purity 'of them and real 
-Gdlikne(s1n the Hearts and Lives of 
Man; theſe do- abundantly juſtifie 


an confirm us-in our Fairh chereia © 


any Creature, that it & 
Saymamertar?y wor] 

jon of & 
=d- lives of Men, - above 
Intereſts and Adrantages 
whmever. Wherefore wy unfeigned 
Defire and Pra er unto 50d is, That 


rt J -<ccr-Day-Slory,w 
in The »- ledge of God ſhall cover the 
Kev ig 46 the Waters cover the Sea. 
FINIS, 


Mans Chick Intereſt | 
O a 
A Madefs Eſſay,| 


To advatice the Knowledge ,| 

" and PraQtice of GodsWill, in 
thoſe Two main Truths of} * 
the Chareh Teen and the} + 
Sabbath Day, Hamb:'y offer-| 
ed to the due Ex:mination,| | 
ah" Impartial Judgement J 
of cvery. Ingenious 'and}.; 
Well-diſpoſed Chriftian : e\=|._ 3 
pecially fuctr**$ Labour in} '* 
the Word andiPoctrine. - ! 


 1Q-: 


PFrove all things , bot Faſt ro thar Mich \ 
« good ,*'1' Thef. 5, 2, CUES 


He that turneth away bs Ear from 
hcaring the Law (i.e. any pat of} + 
Gods revealed Will) his Prayer (yea | © 
his Perſon, and all his Perfofmances)} 
ſhall be an Aborninavion. Unto f E-j 
HOV.AH; Prov.,t.. 9 
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